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INTRODUCTION 2|2

Cleaning is a major part of household chores. You regularly sweep the floor, vacuum the carpet,
scrub the bathrooms, wipe windows, etc. But how clean is considered clean enough? Besides
removing dirt and dust, the pandemic reminds us the importance of getting rid of germs. Still
remember the time when there was a shortage of disinfecting wipes, hand-sanitizers and even
bathroom tissue? Other than the problems we can see, there are deeper matters we cannot see.
We worry about the rising crimes in the society. The Bible tells us that the root cause for moral
and behavioral issues is sin. It requires a stronger cleaning agent to purge sin. In the Old
Testament times, God set up an animal sacrificial system to temporarily remove sins. Among
other rituals, God established the Day of Atonement to redeem people from sins. It is the holiest
day of the year for them. Traditional Jews to this day still observe the festival. The Hebrew name
is Yom Kippur. Yom is the Hebrew word for day, and Kippur means atonement. This year, Yom
Kippur will take place from the sunset of this Tuesday to the sunset of this Wednesday. We will
go back to Leviticus 16 and study how the original Yom Kippur was celebrated. Our focus today
is on the two male goats that were used in the ceremony. The whole ritual looks forward to the
sacrificial death of Jesus. In particular, God forgives and forgets our sins through Jesus.

EXPLANATION fi#fe
1. A Slain Goat ZJEEF

At that time, the Israelites picked two male goats to be sacrificed to God. They would cast lots
and assigned the first animal as a slain goat for sin offering. The detail instructions are in verse
15 to 16: 15 “Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for the people and bring its
blood inside the veil and do with its blood as he did with the blood of the bull, sprinkling it over
the mercy seat and in front of the mercy seat. 16 Thus he shall make atonement for the Holy
Place, because of the uncleannesses of the people of Israel and because of their transgressions,
all their sins. And so he shall do for the tent of meeting, which dwells with them in the midst of
their uncleannesses.” This goat was slain after a bull was offered to atone for the sins of the high
priest and his family. Just like what the priest did with the bull, he took some of the goat’s blood
into the Most Holy Place of the tabernacle. This was the only day in the whole year that anyone
was allowed to enter the room. The ark of the covenant was in there. It symbolizes God’s
presence. The priest sprinkled the blood on the mercy seat, which is the cover of the ark, to atone
for the sin of the people. The process would also remove the defilement on the tabernacle caused
by people’s sins. Offering of the slain goat has two symbolic meanings. First, the animal died on
behalf of people. Sin damages God’s holiness and the ultimate penalty is death. The goat was
slain to substitute for the death of people. Second, the shedding of blood works like a detergent
to cleanse the damages caused by sins. People’s relationship with God was thus restored. But the
purification effect of the blood is limited. The word “atonement” here means covering. People’s
sins were not eliminated, but were only covered. It is like clothes that covers up a mole on your
body, and ladies wear makeup to covers up pimples. The blemishes do not disappear but are only
covered. That was why a high priest had to repeat the ceremony once every year. It demands a



permanent solution. Hebrews 9:12 tells us the ultimate remedy: He entered once for all into the
holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus
securing an eternal redemption. Jesus died once and for all to achieve an eternal redemption. He
is the slain goat God ordained to forgive our sins. His blood does not only cover, but it washes
away our sins. Jesus does not only save us from the punishment of sins. He also purchases us to
be His followers in everyday life. Paul urges us in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 — 19 Or do you not
know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You
are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. Paul
convicts his readers in the context for maintaining a lifestyle of immorality. He says since the
Holy Spirit lives in us, we become a mobile temple of God. Picture yourself carrying a huge
cross on your shoulders and wearing a T-shirt with huge words at the front that read “I’'m a
Christian.” Will you still enter a casino or a bar? Will you dare to talk behind people’s back or
spread rumors? Will it change your attitudes at work and in public? We are a new person in
Jesus. Therefore, we must grow to become more like Jesus in our mindset, speech, conduct and
priorities in life. Salvation is not the finish-line. It is just a new beginning. Christian life is like a
marriage. Some people thought the mission has been accomplished after saying “I do.” They got
a maid to do housework, a belly to make babies, a monthly check for living expenses and a free
repair guy for maintenance. Marriage should be about keep building relationship between two
persons. Likewise, salvation is not about asking God to give us this and that. We need to keep
cultivating our relationship with Him. Our knowledge of God, our love for Him and our
commitment to Him should continue to grow. Believing in Jesus may look simple. Just confess
your sins and accept Jesus by faith. But living for Jesus is a lifelong pursuit of hard work.

2. A Scapegoat (XIEFEF

Besides the slain goat, there was also a scapegoat that was used on the Day of Atonement. Some
Bible versions transliterate the word scapegoat as Azazel in verse 8. The Hebrew word means
“go-away goat.” Today, the word “scapegoat” refers to an innocent person who takes the blame
for someone’s mistake. The scapegoat in the ritual unknowingly bore the sins of people. Verse
21 and 22 describe the procedure: 21 “And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live
goat, and confess over it all the iniquities of the people of Israel, and all their transgressions, all
their sins. And he shall put them on the head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by
the hand of a man who is in readiness. 22 The goat shall bear all their iniquities on itself to a
remote area, and he shall let the goat go free in the wilderness.” The spiritual implication is self-
explanatory. A high priest symbolically transferred all the sins of people to the goat by laying of
hands. Then the scapegoat was sent into the wilderness until it disappeared. We call it “out of
sight, out of mind.” We dump waste into trash bins. Sanitation workers come and empty the
cans. There is no more trash when the trash truck is gone. However, just like the slain goat, a
scapegoat had to be chosen yearly to repeat the ritual. This temporary atonement portrays the
eternal forgiving grace in Jesus’ blood. He was the scapegoat God prepared to shoulder our sins.
Isaiah 53:6 says: All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned — every one — to his own
way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. God put all of our sins on Jesus. People
in any era can be saved by admitting that Jesus took their sins to the cross. The precious part is
that once our sins are removed, they are erased from God’s record. Jeremiah 31:33-34 tells us:
33 “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares
the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their



God, and they shall be my people. 34 ... For [ will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember
their sin no more.” Israel broke the first covenant because people lacked the will to obey God.
Jesus made a new covenant with believers by His blood. The Holy Spirit lives inside them and
strengthens them to obey God’s commands. Verse 34 is another beautiful promise. God will not
remember the sins of those who seek His forgiveness. Of course, God is not absent-minded like
us. He willingly chooses to forget the sins of those He has forgiven. When Jesus sets us free from
sin, we are free indeed. You may recall the time when you sent the last payment of your car loan,
student loan or mortgage. You no longer owe anyone anything. In Jesus, our sin debt has been
paid off. If not even God holds us accountable for our sins, then no one can. Satan often
manipulates our feelings and robs the peace we have in God. Perhaps your car breaks down for
no reason, your kid has a weird accident or your boss accuses you for a mistake you did not
make. You wonder: “Does God dig up my old records and punish me now?”” Then the devil
whispers in your ears: “You pitiful loser! God will never forgive you.” Do not listen to those lies.
If God has forgotten our sins, then no one can bring them back again. If God has accepted us, no
force can separate His love from us. Yes, Christians will continue to sin in this life. We still live
in an imperfect body and the fallen world is full of temptations. Sins will not cut off our
relationship with God after we are saved. But sins will disturb our fellowship with Him. The
misconducts of a child will not cancel out his relationship with his parents. But his disobedience
will grieve their hearts. All he has to do is to go to his parents and say: “I’m sorry. I know I was
wrong. Please forgive me.” Likewise, whenever we confess our sins with a sincere heart, God
will wipe us clean. God’s grace is like a vaccine booster that enhances our immunity toward
COVID. Our weakness in sin actually humbles us and takes away our pride. It reminds us that
we can never go independent of God. We can live a victorious life only when we rely on Him.

CONCLUSION &Ez4

God forgives and forgets our sins through Jesus. The moment we receive Jesus into our hearts,
all of our sins — past, present and future are taken away. It is as if those sins never exist. It
reminds me of some medical bills I once had. At that time I was studying in the seminary. We
had no income. Thanks to God’s grace through the love offerings of many brothers and sisters
that supported us. Since we had no medical insurance, we applied for social benefits when my
wife was pregnant with our first son. The hospital sent us some bills after he was born. It said we
were responsible for those fees. Some friends suggested me to negotiate with the hospital. A few
months later, I received a letter saying that those charges were waived. How could that be? All I
did was to explain my financial difficulty and asked for mercy. Some donors I did not know had
a good heart to help poor people like me. They had the capability to cover what I was lacking.
All T had to do was to accept the offer. That is how salvation works. We have nothing to present
to God to atone for our sins. Wealth, good work, superior moral performance and nothing else
matter. All we have to do is to admit our spiritual bankruptcy, and to accept God’s mercy. If
Jesus Christ is not your Savior and Lord, you can receive Him today. Admit that you are a
sinner. Believe that Jesus died for your sins. Commit your life to Jesus and determine to obey
Him for the rest of your life. For our brothers and sisters: salvation grace is not only something
we believe. It should also be something we live day to day. Show others through what you do
that you belong to Jesus. Besides, share this great news of salvation with others.
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