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INTRODUCTION 5[

Why do people change? Sometimes we change by needs. For example, you relocate to
another city because the company you work for is moving away. Other times we change by
choices. You learn new skills or change a job to jumpstart your career. Do you become a
Christian by need or by choice? Some people grow up in a Christian family and so they need
to go to church on Sunday. The oldest brother-in-law of my wife became a believer by
choice. He chased his girlfriend all the way to a church. By God’s grace, he accepted Jesus
later. His family walks with Christ to this day. Whether you receive Jesus by need or by
choice, God uses His way to call you to Him. In our passage today, Jesus extended His grace
to a complete stranger. We can learn from our Lord about how to share the gospel with
others. On that day, Jesus was traveling north with His disciples from Jerusalem to Galilee.
They passed through a town in Samaria. It was about noon time. The disciples went to buy
lunch. Just then, a local woman walked by. Jesus started a conversation with her. Eventually,
Jesus led her and many villagers to salvation. We run into a lot of people every day. We may
or may not know them by name. But they all need Jesus if they do not know Him yet. The
Lord sent someone to share the gospel with you. Today, He is sending you to reach out to
others. Are you ready and willing to tell others about God?

EXPLANATION fi#fs

1. Relate Everyday Matters [§878 H & AV=E1%

We can break down Jesus’ approach into three steps. I call step one as “relate everyday
matters.” Let us read verse 7 to 9. Jesus used water as a topic to start a conversation with the
lady. It was a common need to both of them. Jesus was tired and thirsty. She had to get water
for her family. At that time, showing kindness to strangers was a social norm. Therefore,
Jesus’ request was not out of the ordinary. What was unusual is mentioned in verse 9. Jews
did not mingle with Samaritans. The background went back to 722 BC when Assyria
defeated the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Assyrians took most people away and immigrated
some foreigners to the region. Samaritans were the descendants of mixed marriages between
the Jews and people from other nations. Therefore, Jews despised the Samaritans as unclean
half-breed people. Besides, in those days, a man would not talk to an unknown woman in
public. If it happens today, he may ask for her phone number. But Jesus overlooked those
social taboos because He saw the real need of the woman. I am sure we will treat people
differently if we look at them from God’s perspective. We will be less critical and less
judgmental. We will be more patient and gracious. If we truly care about people’s need for
Jesus, we will be eager to tell them about Him. I told you before that I am a shy chicken. I do
not have the nerve to knock on people’s doors or talk to strangers on the street about Jesus.
But God gives me a heart to care about people of any background and any age. Once in a
while, I will muster up enough courage to chat with people like repair guys. Perhaps I will



observe how they do their work and ask them questions. Some of them may open up and talk
about their family or hobbies. Then I will look for some common interests to engage in a
dialogue. Usually such conversation will not last long. After they finish their work I may ask
if they are believers. If not, I will invite them to our church. In most cases, that is the last
time I see those people. At least I do my part and sow some gospel seeds and allow God to
work in their hearts. You often go to a store, a bank or a doctor’s office. You have coworkers
and neighbors. The Holy Spirit may be whispering in your heart: “Hey, I want you to talk to
that person about Jesus.” Some of you may respond: “Sure!” If you are timid like me, you
can pray silently that God will give you boldness and the right words to say. Maybe it can
start with a sincere “how are you?” Once I chatted with a nurse at a doctor’s office. I asked if
she had a good weekend. I did not expect her to tell me that her husband passed away three
weeks ago. She told me later that she is a Christian. Therefore, I offered to pray for her.
People have their particular needs. At the right moment, you can tell the person that you are a
Christian and introduce Jesus to him/her.

2. Reveal Deeper Need #5855 J@ iR

After starting a conversation on an everyday matter, Jesus went on to reveal a deeper need in
the woman’s life. From a physical need, Jesus switched to her spiritual need. Jesus asked the
woman for water, He then offered her a living water. Of course, she was confused,
wondering how Jesus could draw water from the well without any tool. We pick up the story
from verse 13 to 15. Jesus was talking about the gift of eternal life like a living water that
will quench people’s thirst. The woman liked the idea, because she would not be thirsty
again. She would not have to labor every day to get water anymore. Now Jesus got her
attention. He asked her to bring her husband to see Him. The request was appropriate
because the man in the house should make the final decision. The situation got a little
awkward. Listen to their dialogue in verse 17-18. The woman had five previous marriages.
She was now living with a sixth man. Multiple marriages in any culture is not something to
be proud of. Elizabeth Taylor was married seven times in her life. It is not a record any
person would like to set. That explained why the woman came out in the heat of noon time to
get water. She tried to avoid contact with other villagers. How did this Jewish traveler know
her secret life? She came to a logical conclusion. Continue to read verse 19-20. She
interpreted that Jesus’ knowledge about her could only come from God. Rather than
explaining her marriage life, she switched to the topic of worship. It made sense to ask a
servant of God about religious matters. Since Samaritans did not get along with the Jews,
they could not go to Jerusalem to worship God. Therefore, the Samaritans set up their own
altars. Since then, the Jews and Samaritans had a debate about where the right place to
worship God should be. Jesus corrected her that true worship was not about location. Verse
24 is a famous statement most Christians know: “God is spirit, and those who worship him
must worship in spirit and truth.” God cannot be restricted to a building. He is a spirit and He
can meet with us anywhere. Therefore, true worship is not about the where, but it is about the
who and how. It is about interacting with God in our spirit and in a truthful way He expects.
God condemned the Israelites and Jesus convicted the Pharisees because they both
worshipped God in a man-centered way. They went through rituals without a genuine



devotion to God. To worship God in spirit, one must have a spiritual relationship with Him.
Otherwise, it will be like watching a video on mute. The motions cannot communicate the
message. When you come to worship on Sunday, do you come with a sincere heart? Do your
singing and prayer bring out praises to God? Does your heart echo with “amen” when God
speaks to you through the message? God is looking for people who worship Him in spirit and
truth. The woman drew water to satisfy her physical need. She had multiple relationships to
fulfill her emotional need. She participated in worship to meet her spiritual need. Her real
need was to know God in person. Only Jesus could provide that. Nowadays, many people are
chasing after success. They believe that money and materials can give them security and
contentment. Entertainment and friendship can curb our loneliness to a certain extent. After a
while, we get bored and empty again. Deep down inside, people want something genuine and
long-lasting. In the quiet moments, they ask why they are here in this world. They are
searching for a meaning in life. Jesus is the answer. He accepts us as we are. He affirms our
value as God’s children created in God’s image. He invites us to build an eternal relationship
with Him.

3. Recommend a Better Solution /&% 5 AV E 2

Jesus used an everyday matter to begin a conversation. He then revealed a deeper need in the
woman’s heart. Next, Jesus recommended a better solution to her. Let us continue to read
verse 25-26. At that time, the Jews expected the Messiah to rescue them from the oppression
of the Romans. Meanwhile, the Samaritans anticipated the Messiah to appear as a teacher.
The woman assumed that Jesus was a prophet from God. It made sense for her to mention
about the Messiah. Another possibility was that she just wanted to end the conversation. She
came out to get water. She still had housework to do. But Jesus would not let go of the
opportunity. He told her: “Are you looking for the Messiah? I’m the Messiah!”” How did the
woman react? Look at verse 28-30. She was no longer shy. If that Jewish man was really the
Messiah, then everyone should meet Him. Her testimony was simple: “He told me
everything I ever did.” The villagers believed in her words despite her bad reputation. Our
salvation testimony is a tool to invite people to “come and see” this Savior. You may not
have a dramatic experience like being healed miraculously from a terminal disease or hearing
the gospel while in jail. But we all have the same story like the lyrics in the song “Amazing
Grace”: “I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see.” Just tell people how
God saved you. The villagers received Jesus out of simple faith. They even requested Jesus
to stay for two more days so that they could continue to learn from Him. Verse 41-42 tell us
the result. More people believed not only because of the woman’s words, but also due to
Jesus’ words. They realized that Jesus was the Savior of the world. Faith must come from
God’s Word. People have to admit that they are sinners. They must recognize that Jesus is
the Savior. God’s Word is powerful and only God can change people’s lives. We need to
quote some Bible verses as we share the gospel. John 3:16 is a simple one you should
memorize — “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal life.” You can show it from your Bible or a gospel
track as you read it. You then unpack its content. We deserve God’s condemnation due to our
sins. But God loved us so much that He sent Jesus into the world to die for us on the cross.



Those who put their trust in Jesus will not face God’s judgment. Instead, they will have an
eternal life the moment they receive Jesus. Believe means you must accept Jesus as your
Savior and your Lord. If you make the decision now, then you will become a child of God
instantly. Sharing the gospel is really not that difficult. You tell people your story, then you
tell them God’s story. Just like any skill, the more you practice the more effective you will
become.

CONCLUSION %&z6

During that visit, Jesus saved a woman and some villagers. Today, Jesus sends us out to
introduce Him to others. Every encounter is a gospel opportunity. Let me conclude with a
true salvation story. Roger just completed his military service. He was looking for a ride
home. Several decades ago hitch-hiking was common. Roger walked along a highway
carrying his heavy bag. He stuck out his thumb, hoping that a nice driver would pick him up.
Finally, a brand-new luxurious car stopped. A well-dressed middle-aged man asked: “Son,
are you heading to Chicago?” Roger said his home was along the way toward that direction.
The man introduced himself as Mr. Hanover. He has a business in Chicago. They had a good
chat about different things. Roger, being a Christian, felt an urge to share the gospel with Mr.
Hanover. But he was afraid how Mr. Hanover might react. As it was getting close to his
home, Roger knew that the opportunity was now or never. Therefore he said: “Mr. Hanover,
may [ share with you something important?” After Roger was done talking, he invited Mr.
Hanover to receive Jesus. He suddenly pulled the car over. Roger thought he would be
kicked out. Mr. Hanover cried as he responded: “That’s the most wonderful news I have ever
heard.” He bowed his head and accepted Jesus. Five years later, Roger was married, and he
had his own family and business. One day he had to travel to Chicago. Roger decided to pay
a visit to Mr. Hanover at his office. The receptionist told Roger that he could not see Mr.
Hanover. But he could meet with his wife instead. Roger was ushered into Mrs. Hanover’s
office. “You knew my husband?” she asked. Roger told her the hitch-hike. She then asked
about the date. “Did anything special happen in your ride?” Roger hesitated if he should talk
about the gospel witness. After Roger revealed the details, Mrs. Roger began to sob. When
she came to herself, she explained: “I grew up in a Christian family, but my husband did not.
All these years, I prayed for his salvation but nothing happened. That day after he dropped
you off, he had a terrible car accident and passed away on the scene. Since then, I was angry
at God that He didn’t hear my prayer.” God has a unique plan for each of us. If you do not
know Jesus, today is your opportunity to receive Him. Do not delay. As for our brothers and
sister: will you be willing to share this wonderful gift of salvation to others?
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