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5]2 INTRODUCTION

Freedom is a good thing. You can dress casually to come here because our church does not
have any dress code. Some churches expect guys to wear a full-suit and ladies to put on a
long dress on Sunday. Some denominations require their pastors to wear a robe. I may faint
on the podium if I do that in the summer! However, freedom can lead to indulgence if there
is no restraint. Let us use some wild imagination here. Suppose there is no traffic light or
stop-sign on the streets. There is no speed limit either. In fact, there is no speedometer in
your car! It will definitely create big chaos. Worse still, there is no policeman to call for help
when accidents occur. In addition, there is no rule to enforce and no justice system to
prosecute wrongdoers. What kind of society will that be? As you can see, the law-and-order
system exists to ensure everyone’s well-being. We will study the topic of discipline from
Proverbs. Discipline is more than punishment. Discipline is to use intervention to foster
positive changes. That is why the Department of Jail is called the Department of Correction.
It is hoped that prison time will discourage people from doing wrong and encourage
offenders to do the right things. Therefore, discipline is a good thing. Usually we think of
teaching little kids when we mention discipline. We equip parents with Biblical principles to
bring up their children. However, every believer is a child of the Heavenly Father no matter
how old we are. God will discipline us when necessary. As such, we will level the playing
field today. All of us need to listen to what God has to say about discipline.

fiZfE EXPLANATION
1. B K% Discipline Reflects Love

First and foremost, discipline reflects love. If you forget everything else you learn today, I
hope you can at least keep this point in mind. Proverbs 3:11-12 tell us: 11 My son, do not
despise the Lord’s discipline and do not resent his rebuke, 12 because the Lord disciplines
those he loves, as a father the son he delights in. We see this father-son talk to convey
wisdom again. The word “discipline” here can mean chastening or correction, whereas the
word “rebuke” refers to a verbal warning. Further action will be needed if a spoken threat
does not achieve the result. God will not hesitate to discipline those He loves. You should
question your relationship with God if He does not discipline you when you sin. It is just like
you have no control over your neighbor’s kids. All earthly fathers should discipline their
children like the Heavenly Father disciplines us. We love our children so much that we
cannot ignore them when they go astray. The author of Hebrews quotes this passage and
further elaborates on God’s discipline. Hebrews 12:10-11 read: 10 Our fathers disciplined us
for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share
in his holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it
produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. God
disciplines us so that we can grow in His holiness, righteousness and peace. It is a process to
shape us to be more like Christ. It is like you trim off tree branches that grow toward



undesirable directions. We change our wrong attitude and actions to pursue God’s virtues.
Hence, we should submit to God’s discipline. We will learn nothing if we only focus on the
discomfort. But if we can associate our transgression with God’s punishment and love, then
we will mature in our godliness. We should discipline our children with the same goals. We
disapprove their wrongdoing so that they will avoid a bigger mistake and forming a bad
habit. We show them love in the process. If no love is felt, then the discipline is carried out
incorrectly. Many of you grew up in a traditional home like me. My parents are not
Christians and so the way they disciplined us siblings was far from Biblical. I have to admit
that I deserved the punishments they gave me in most cases. However, very often my parents
would swing their bat before giving me a warning. The result was strikes — but on my body!
Do I know my parents love me? No doubt! But in those moments I only sensed my pain and
their disappointment. Some so-called experts advocate strongly against discipline. They
equate discipline with child abuse. They warn that children may hate their parents after they
grow up if they are disciplined. Our God is much wiser than any child specialist. God’s way
is the right way and the best way. He never confuses Himself about hating sins and loving
sinners. We as parents love our children, but we hate their wrongdoings. Discipline is done
effectively if children can distinguish the two notions. Parents can hold and kiss their kids to
reassure their love after discipline is administered. To older children, parents can express
their affection verbally afterward. We love them so much that we will bring them back to the
right path before it is too late.

2. EZEEE T H Discipline Requires Tools

Discipline reflects love. Secondly, discipline requires the use of suitable tools. We mentioned
the two common tools earlier. Let us consider discipline using words first. Proverbs 17:10
says: A rebuke impresses a man of discernment more than a hundred lashes a fool. Physical
punishment will not be necessary if a verbal reproof can address the issue. That answer a
question whether spanking is the only way of discipline. One of my sisters-in-law said that
she never had to spank her daughter when she was small. The mentioning of smacking would
scare her to death. She would quickly admit her misbehavior and ask mom for forgiveness.
But an unwise person will never learn a lesson even with chastisement. Some people bet on
their chance that they will not be caught when they speed, even though they got many tickets
already. A stricter means is sometimes needed on such stubborn people. There was an
Egyptian maxim that says: “Boys have their ears on their backsides; they listen when they
are beaten.” In general, boys are more adventurous and eager to test the limits. Inflicting
suitable amount of pain will etch the rules in their mind. All 50 states do not forbid physical
punishment at home as long as it is done in a way that does not cause injury. Each state
enacts specific laws to define what is considered reasonable. Therefore, parents, your
government endorses your spanking. The next advice is in Proverbs 23:13 — Do not withhold
discipline from a child; if you punish him with the rod, he will not die. Spanking should be
administered with an instrument. In that regard, spanking with bare hand is undesirable. You
do not want your child to be afraid of your hands! We use our hands to show care. The verse
implies that parents should use just enough force to get the message across. They should
calm down before giving the whack. Let me share with you my failure. When my boys were



small, we used a soup ladle as a spanking rod. Once my younger son did something bad. I
gave him a good smack. The ladle split into a few pieces. Both he and I were shocked. |
quickly asked him for forgiveness and I promised that I would never hit him like that again. I
even saved a fragment of the ladle as a reminder. That takes us to a usual question: what is
the suitable age range for spanking? Focus on the Family suggests ages 2 to 6. The
organization also introduces other alternatives. Distraction is effective to toddlers. For
instance, what if they bang a TV remote on a coffee table? You can use a toy as an exchange.
Time-out is a good way for a child to cool down. You ask the kid to sit at a corner for a few
minutes, then you explain what was wrong afterward. Two other tricks work well for
children of all ages. The first one is called “natural consequences.” Say a child does not want
to eat dinner. Then, you just let him go to bed on an empty stomach. He will not die by
skipping one meal! But he will be eager to eat anything the next morning. Another method is
“removal of privileges.” For example, you withhold a favorite toy for a period of time. For
teenagers, taking away their car-keys are worse than chopping their legs off, and confiscating
their phones will be like putting them in jail! When you think about it, God disciplines us the
same ways. Remember the lessons from the Israel kings? God disciplined them by sending
prophets to warn them. When the Israelites did not listen, God inflicted pain on them through
foreign enemies, He removed blessings of safety and prosperity and He gave them time-out
by exile. They lost freedom, property and health. God deals with us as He sees fit. Our wisest
choice is to turn away from sins and turn back to Him.

3. EEEFEEIE Discipline Restores Wisdom

Discipline reflects love and it requires suitable tools. Lastly, discipline restores wisdom. It is
like a medical treatment that restores health. You will feel bad before you feel good. Let us
look at Proverbs 22:15 — Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline
will drive it far away from him. The Chinese say sometimes it is necessary to beat a child to
clear up his mind. It sends a strong message that breaking the rules will have its
consequence. The image of spanking to chase away folly makes me think of an old-fashioned
way to do laundry. People brought their clothes to a river. They soaked up dirty clothes and
laid them on a rock. Then they used a rod to pat them to drive out the dirt. Nowadays,
detergents and machines work the same way. A stronger force is needed to clean up stubborn
stains. Hence, a more vigorous means is necessary to deal with a serious offense. But parents
need to distinguish between carelessness and defiance when disciplining a child. Toddlers
will most likely get messy when they first feed themselves. They need time to learn how to
use utensils. However, a kid who intentionally drops food on the floor for fun must be
corrected. I often advise young parents not to be fooled by their children. They are way
smarter than their ages may indicate. Once my wife was shocked to find my older son gazing
at a mirror to practice how to fake his cry. That little cunning guy! It was a solid proof that
we are all natural-born sinners! Then let us turn to 15:32 — He who ignores discipline
despises himself, but whoever heeds correction gains understanding. The difference between
the wise and the fool is in their response toward discipline. A fool will become bitter and
resentful if he only focuses on the pain and loss. He will harden his heart furthermore. He
may figure out some crafty ways to outsmart the system next time. Some famous people



issued a public apology after they were caught in their crimes. They felt embarrassed for
being exposed instead of feeling sorry for their acts. But a wise person will learn from his
mistakes. He does not only get over the incident but he also grows wiser. After all, a person
must admit his fault before he understands that he needs to change. We can also look at
10:17 — He who heeds discipline shows the way to life, but whoever ignores correction leads
others astray. Here we see the two contrasting attitudes toward discipline again. Whether we
accept or reject discipline will shape a different pathway of life. It takes humility to admit
one’s mistake. It takes courage and determination to make change. However, the author says
those who ignore correction will “lead other astray.” A leader who overlooks warnings will
guide others to the wrong path. We see that in the news often. One person’s foolishness and
stubbornness can cause even irreversible damages to many. But at least he himself will travel
to the wrong direction. A story was told about a Belgium woman who planned to drive to a
train station 90 miles away. She ended up going 800 miles to another country! It was because
she trusted her GPS completely. She was supposed to head north, but she went to the south
instead. She also ignored common sense that it should not take so long to reach her
destination. Actually, she noticed that the language on the road-signs changes from French,
German and finally to Croatian. She just kept on driving anyway. In general, ladies have a
stronger sense of direction. Men are usually too prideful to stop and ask for advice. That
speaks for my family too! But in this case, the woman relied on an instrument and ignored
the facts. Failure to heed warning will lead to one bad decision after another. Wise people
know when to stop at a warning signal. They evaluate the situation and return to the right
way.

45w CONCLUSION

Discipline is to use intervention to foster positive changes. God disciplines us because He
loves us. We have to treat our children the same way. No one enjoys discipline. But
sometimes it is the last resort for us to grow in our wisdom. In closing, let me summarize
what we have learned into the five steps of discipline. First, we must state the rules upfront.
A child being punished for eating candies before dinner will feel unfairly treated if he does
not know the rule. God’s requirements are clearly written in the Bible. We cannot excuse that
we do not know His commands. Second, we have to reiterate the warning. We give children
a final chance to turn back. God is far more gracious than us. He alerted His people over and
again of the upcoming judgment. If the wrongdoers confess and are willing to change, the
goal of gaining wisdom has been accomplished. Otherwise, we need to proceed to the next
step. Third, name the offense. Children have to understand why they are disciplined. God
stated His reasons in case His people were still in the fog. Fourth, execute the punishment.
Penalty must be administered when there is no repentance. Children need to know that their
parents are serious about what they say. God preserves His integrity when He carries out
discipline. Fifth, restore the offender. This is where love is once again emphasized. We tell
wayward children that we discipline them because we love them. No wrongdoing is great
enough to cut off the relationship. However, it may take time for a prodigal son to come
home. I hope these five steps will help us become wiser parents of our earthly children and
wiser children of the Heavenly Father.



BEHHIEEE Wisdom in Discipline 9/26/21
5[= INTRODUCTION

HHE—FaE - WPIRIEE A EARERNZEDK - (Re] DR AR s R
» —EEHGRER LEFRENE > LLEFRE - —EFIRIEORIETE
TR - MRAEBE KRB FATEEGEHRE LRE | 2400 - RALEE
FHE EH R - SRS — MRUERYVES ] - Rk LI AL sE
Sk WEEEIRG] - FEHE - RVEARAIERER | B E—Eg—
FURREL o BERERREE - SASCEEINR AR DIERED) - 1A 0 AT
AAEAA] > R EHREIHIE - A2 —(E R E ? SAHERE R T
PRIEEE AR - SRBEMERERSEETERRE - BB UERE - &
FUE BT TRACE R RIS - NELERAEL gl R i - BURR S AAAERE
Sy \plfiiRss > WEEFRIBEua B - INIL B0 —MirsE - B3R
FIEHET - WBERMTEEEEENZT - TMLEEEA RIS SRR BN
% o 28I > SRR TR R 2R > WAFTERRCHIZ T » R > HEEZAEk
{9 o AL > FfFI5 REAER —EKPAREEE - TAIFTA NS LT E
HEE -

%2 EXPLANATION
1. B ILE % Discipline Reflects Love

Bt ERNREE - RIS S KT RV EM SRS - IR IrE Ve
{EiE—8h o BRE 3:11-12 g « 11 35 (of AECE R SER a2 > oA
AEREATAY G 5 12 N HCAIEERTERY - M Ef - SR E R = EHY 57
7o WFIETETIOR A R BB E T - B T ERL E(EFE A
DI R8sl IE - ifn T 5B BfEEE S - AIROEE SR ETI
R REFERAIUE P78 - g2 EBREZRIFTERA - GRIIUIE
R ASEIHVE R IR RERIRE % o EBRtG R A A ErZ T
—1% o A ERVSCIREEZ GRSCEZIMT R EAE O - RFIIEE
FERMHZT > NP EIREEESM TR AR E Z A - FHHKE
HIIEES I T IR > PR E S - Hf2kE 12:10-1187 © 10 £ 5
W CH RO R E RN EAEENCEZIM > BER MG mEE - E3
FHEMAVEER Ea5r - 11 NERWE > BRAEGREE » FOEERGE © R4
R ESUBH NG P ZHER T SRR - WEHBERMT - BEFERMIEAES
EERAVERR - NFAPL - BT (EEE M E BB AR - EREIRE



BRI - (ERRAS AT - FMISCE R ENITT R By =E - (NI
PP EZ AR AR E 2L - AR AR SR E B0 ARH A &R > Heffmt s
I AZERGE - BRI B CHYA sE B EST IR - HEE
PTG E DRI © FRAMIERZ A El ey B E Bk MRy - BfIaG
TEMPIEEERTT Ry > DU PPEE AR BRI EE - M EEEERE S
AR EE - WRLERZEE - AErREE RS - T HvETS
NHGHR AR EERNIRETRA - WAVCEAZEERE - Frt T2 AiRE
SRLEHY TR A E B S Ak - Bl ARR  FERZEIENT  FsaIkey
EETEINESHY - 2800 > REFHE LR GESMME S ZATEST MK - TAEK
SCRIERNS 2 28 | BAEAR—Z] > FARREITRA R AR RS - —LE
FTERAV RGN E R - PIRVEBEFFNERHE - MfEER - ORZ
TFIZEE > TR AEAREGIRMFINYCEE - FPIHVIHEL A S EH AL
FHES o HHVERS IR ER - R RFAVEE - A RFIREIENE
AN - ERXE > BMTEZE B CHZ T ERUEMMIRVEERT R - WIRZ
TP E TSR ERE > AVEEBEUE AT - EE L - KRR L
B2t EHEMFIRYE o BRFRERIIZ T > A LER DO
REMPIVE - TMPEEE/NZ > NG R EMZ BTR B R -

2. BEEEH T H Discipline Requires Tools

BRI - HX > BEHEEEHBEGH TE - grmmdfies] 7 mifE s H LT
B - BRIMESCSEEASHERES - &5 1710 5+ —H s i AT A
AL - SRANEFTER A —E N « R OTHAVE R o DUZRIRER - AR R 2
o EHLEIE T AV - TR S E—AVE SO - FATKAY—(iL
JHAHER > SR 25 INRHETEARA FIFT ey » — SR B2 T - Mot - 4l
R UG AR A AR K IR A E2)2 3 By N BN 2 2 EET A R AL

il - AEAZ TIRZ SR IRAGEE > DR N — A EHANE] - A2 E R
TRV FEACH(TEMEHE ()1 - A RS0 - | BEHASARERRK
EARFTATE o ) —OIER > B E e A PR R - it E AR
FEMPIRIRES e N 2RZIRVENSR - SEBIRYATA SO EINEDRZE IR AR S TP TG
2 HEAGENRS ENVEE - FEINEHIE T AR AFRE R o8
YRS » DREE > SCBHM > BURFSZRARFIFTRER: - T —(EEsEieEE 23:13 1 4
AIANERIZE  IRHABETL > M 2505 - FT e s e —ELE - &5
BB AT EEAEE - (RAFREIRIZ T F e T | JPIHET
AERHE  BEICUR R SR ERZ I AT 1k - ML T Z RS R T2 - 5%
PRIy SHAIR LR o EHAYZ T8/ NIk - MRS ITERIRIEL -
A RIREVNETE TS BFT T - BB RS o ATRIEET



BT - P EFK AT > RS HRETAEIRITM T - REZOREFH
—BRI A (R RElE o Bl RAVHERE - fT Rk e E i sE %
b FRERGE R 2 £ 6 5% - AMEREE MEHMRYVERTTE - EifgE
BT FARAER - B0 - PSR L ER B R E S - (K] DA BT R
S o BIEIERIL T 2 NRIVEF T - RGBT A s A28 o 88 - IR
BELL TR o SOSMRIFEEHE MR HI 2 T HRA R - (s T RIE
&R o WMRIZTATRIZIRE - AR A AL TSR - A SRRy A — T
ERIMERSERY | 28— KE BIRGEHEE S EH Gz - S5—EAR T 2ER
fE o Bl R/ NMEER SRR - HHYE/DFAER - EEETHIER
(ESFIRERETLAVRR - J2UX FHEEAR AR A A | TS - it DARIRAY 550
BRI - BRSBTS ? R RICAIES MM - & IEFIAL
Tarr > MBS NEAL IS > T TIPSR MRS ARG
FI—EEE - s 7 EE ~ MEMEREE - DA R m i & 1Y T ARk
{19 - T HEIHAY B S R A o -

3. B EERE Discipline Restores Wisdom

BRWHE - EROTFREAEGH LA - &% EFEEHERES - Sl
JETRREF IR IR —1% - —BtaIRG RG-S - RS GRS I - #ERME
BE 22:15 ¢ ESMEZEAL - AEZEIRIA DUEEERR - AR R
FITHES T - BEMERE—(ERRIIEE  ERFRAIEAEERRE - TTEkEE SR
iENE S RPN R ARV 2 - APHERIRTENTE - MM HEEK
AR > BUE— A b > MR MM — IR TR TS8R T iR - 405 > 2
IRAITEES U T AT« IBIRHER SRR RRYIE - NI - BEAVIRT
TR ST TER AR, - (B CRHE EEZ R R 2 & oA/ IV AT

B o /IMZ T WIFEaE BT — B g IR TaL /(K o AT R e 4 e
EREHE - HE  ARMMIETECER RV LM ERERYIE - B HE
EFESHY SCREA B Z - » MMIEEIRFTEG RG2S - A —X > 3kEY
AR H SR ER AT ARG -] & 53 TR E {20k » AMETIEH MR |
T MTEERAERFEA | FE M AGRITE 15:32 1 |@EEZY > IEHCRAE
oy BEEE Y > AR - AR EAEIREY AR EFIER TS E B

FE o BERAY A RBEOMZ FIRYRE AR - IR IRY  dh & e i S Ak

TR o MHY M E NI RIBEEE A » "N Al e & ARt — Eer Ty U7 7A SRR » —
e NEUFEHINZAR ABERK © ALMTER HademEEIEn - A2 5E
CHIT REEIEE - BAEZRA gt RIEG - A et siE s
MEHERTHERES - £5% > —EALHEIKTEECHsES - A& EHE
HOFBEUE - I AT LUE 10:17 : 5E5pillEeny - JofedaniyiE b 2HER



(e > (HEICEE TES o EEA > IMERERIEEZAHI ISR [FE IR - ##
2 EFEEE BUR EER [EI N AR RS o ARRISEEATE S VRS - OB TRER
SRALC » R0 (RS AL AU IRy A T RaR Tig ) » BEPED
AILAEHEERG R A A o RS SRYEME S (S CESERS - TMACETE
P EEE AL o — M AHYBIRAIERE 2 7] DIAET 2 N AGEA o] 215
Ko HE/IMECEER T - A —(ERE RN — LA 2 - ARk
TR ER 90 FLE JoOKHENE o MifRa% T 800 FLELIANT S —(EEISE | AVE N Bt
SEEAREMAVENTE - MAKEZ mILE - BalaEE - Mt A R RTEE
TEBEARGAFEHNM - FE L R LEESIEARE - 15E
A (RSB T A EEMEERE » MR — D4R B - —MRRER - 2R T TR ER
58 o HANARHERZE T AFEEE MR - IWFIZRHEAM | BEZ
LRSS - MREE - MEEESRES S EERAE - AEE
M ABRIESIEREZE T o A FIEs G E IR [B] (AR -

45w CONCLUSION

BHCEEBETHAREZURREIICE - ERRMTERN R ETM - FMALL
FEIRRAY DR R EMAZ T < 1A A NEEHE R - EARERERMYEEES
HYME—ER1E - (& - B VE BRVILED BRIE RARES - 55— > IMIRJAR I
R o —(E 25 AIRFFAHBIZIEHTA 7] DUZAER - sl — e g’
R - TIRVEDRFESETBAUEE - A REdmfE LR A RIEHHY
e o B FMZHEHES o MG Z T 5R& —RIOFEAEE - FHEETAM
RS o MR TR B T BRI ZIRCHZE A » aRASERT A3
RS - HE S SR HAY R 1 o AR RIS T2 - 5
= fEHEEE © T AR R R B TTEHaET - s B IR
> DL AP —BHFE K S50 > S THEAET - AR IR > Sl /a7
&l o INZFREAIE CRES SR EIERY © EPITEZIF I IRFHERET - 56
oo BIEFEA - B —REIORRE - WIS A IS T RITEZHEN
RIAMIEAMD - JRA TS ERAITT R REfCRAARDIET - 280 Z—(ER TR [R5
ARER S » HA s TP BRRE B B M s B A B SRR A
BRI -



