
Integrity

1 Samuel 24



Good Conscience and Defense

1 Peter 3:13-16: Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is
good? But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be
blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor
Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with
gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are
slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to
shame.















“Doing the right thing at all times, supervised
or not, in spite of pressures to compromise,
defines a person’s integrity.”



Integrity

● Right action
● Right reason
● Right time



Integrity

● Right action: David did not kill Saul in the cave.
● Verse 12: “May the LORD judge between me and you,

may the LORD avenge me against you, but my hand
shall not be against you.”



Integrity: Right Action

Romans 12:18-21: If possible, so far as it depends on
you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is
written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”
To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he
is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing
you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.





Integrity

● Right reason 1: David said to his men, “The LORD
forbid that I should do this thing to my lord, the
LORD’s anointed, to put out my hand against him,
seeing he is the LORD’s anointed.”



Integrity

● Right reason 2: David kept his promise to
Jonathan not to “cut off” is lovingkindness, 1
Samuel 20:12-17.



Integrity

● Right time: David’s men said to him, “Here is the day
of which the LORD said to you, ‘Behold, I will give
your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him
as it shall seem good to you.’”



David’s Integrity

● Saul said to David, “You are more righteous than I, for
you have repaid me good, whereas I have repaid you
evil.”



Integrity

Integrity can be a difficult choice.

Integrity exposes unrighteousness (and gets 
censored).

Integrity is rewarded by God.



Integrity can be a 
difficult choice



Integrity

Proverbs 10:9: Whoever walks in integrity walks securely, but he
who makes his ways crooked will be found out.

Proverbs 28:18: Whoever walks in integrity will be delivered, but
he who is crooked in his ways will suddenly fall.



I will sing of steadfast love and justice;
to you, O Lord, I will make music.

I will ponder the way that is blameless.
Oh when will you come to me?

I will walk with integrity of heart within my house;
I will not set before my eyes anything that is worthless.

I hate the work of those who fall away; it shall not cling to me.
A perverse heart shall be far from me; 

I will know nothing of evil.
I will look with favor on the faithful in the land,

that they may dwell with me;
he who walks in the way of integrity shall be my friend.

No one who practices deceit shall dwell in my house;
no one who utters lies shall continue before my eyes.


