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5] INTRODUCTION

We care more about the results than the process when we are in an urgent situation.
We gobble instant noodle or whatever leftover in the fridge when in a hurry. Your
kids have a school function that requires formal clothing. To your surprise, they have
grown much and the clothes do not fit anymore. They have no choice but to put on
parents’ clothes. The sleeves are a few inches too long and the dress looks more like a
huge shopping bag. Your kids feel much better when they see classmates in similar
outfits. Years ago, there was a Christian movement with an acronym “WWJD.” It
stands for “What would Jesus Do.” The idea is for believers to pause and think what
decisions Jesus would make if He were in their situation. Jesus would obey God at all
times. In our story today, king Ahaz trusted his instinct but did not trust God. His
version of WWID was “Whatever Works, Just Do!” Does that describe you too?
There is always an urge to get a quick solution while compromising the truth. Why
pass on this potential boyfriend/girlfriend even though the person is not Christian? I
can use dating as an opportunity to spread the gospel. Or perhaps I can exaggerate a
few things to make my resume look better. God’s ways often contradict the world’s
ways. People will say that we are dumb and naive. But God wants us to trust Him and
to wait on Him. He will work things out in the best timing and manner. There is a
positive lesson we can learn from Ahaz’s life: faith with faithfulness will not fail.

fi#f2 EXPLANATION

Ahaz got it all wrong right from the beginning. Let us get some background from 2
Kings 16:1-4. Ahaz did not follow the godly model of David. Instead, he copied the
northern kings to worship idols. Ahaz offered sacrifices on high mountains to get
closer to those false gods. He also performed religious services under trees, possibly
as a gesture of seeking protection from the idols or asking for prosperity like thriving
trees. Ahaz was similar to many superstitious people who set up little shrines
everywhere at home and pay tribute at various temples because they do not want to
overlook any deity. This king even burned his own son as an offering. Any person
with a sound mind will agree with the description in the passage. It is simply barbaric
and evil. God clearly warned His people against such horrific custom in Canaan
before they entered the Promised Land. It is shocking to imagine how low Ahaz could
go in his spiritual life. He did not only forsake the true God. He also embraced all the
false gods he could find. The Bible tells us that all four kings before Ahaz were
faithful to God. That covers a span of over 130 years! All it takes was one wicked
king to bring spiritual destruction to his country. It tells us that faith in God must be a
personal decision. God of the parents will not automatically become God of their kids.
Your kids may share your appearance or personality. But salvation cannot be
inherited! Those of you who grow up in a Christian family have a huge advantage.



Your parents pray for you, read Bible stories to you and bring you to the church. But
sooner or later, you have to decide whether or not you want Jesus to be your Savior
and Lord. If you are the first Christian in your family like me, then you have an
important mission. Pray constantly for your family members that God will open their
hearts. Seize opportunities to share the gospel with them too. Perhaps your kids or
your siblings grew up in the church but now they have wandered away from the truth.
Pray that God will bring them back. Our God is the Father of prodigal children. He
always welcomes any wayward child to come home.

Ahaz committed grave sins. But God was not ready to give up on him yet. God
disciplines those He loves. He treated Ahaz the same way. God sent multiple enemies
to attack Judah. 2 Chronicles 28:5 tells us: Therefore the Lord his God handed him
over to the king of Aram. The Arameans defeated him and took many of his people as
prisoners and brought them to Damascus. He was also given into the hands of the
king of Israel, who inflicted heavy casualties on him. Aram was to the northeast of
Judah and Israel was to the direct north. Besides those two nations, Edom and the
Philistines also invaded Judah. Edom was in the south and the Philistines were in the
backyard of Judah. Ahaz were surrounded by enemies from different directions. God
used those countries to judge Ahaz. The subsequent passage says Israel killed one-
hundred-twenty-thousand people in Judah and took another two-hundred-thousand as
slaves. But God showed mercy to Judah. He sent Oded the prophet to convey a
message to the Israelite soldiers. Oded says in verses 9 and 10: 9 ... “Because

the Lord, the God of your fathers, was angry with Judah, he gave them into your hand.
But you have slaughtered them in a rage that reaches to heaven. 10 And now you
intend to make the men and women of Judah and Jerusalem your slaves. But aren’t
you also guilty of sins against the Lord your God?” The Israelite army was only a
means to discipline Judah. They should not overdo their assignment, lest they might
sin against God and bring judgment to themselves. After all, the people of Judah were
their kinsmen. Some leaders heeded the warning and ordered the soldiers to show
grace to the prisoners. They gave the Judah people food, water and clothes. They
treated those who were wounded and even put the weaker ones on donkeys. The troop
then sent the Judah people home. God also showed mercy to Judah through another
prophet. He assured Ahaz that Judah would not be destroyed in this crisis. Let us look
at Isaiah 7:4-7 — 4 “Say to him, ‘Be careful, keep calm and don’t be afraid. Do not
lose heart because of these two smoldering stubs of firewood — because of the fierce
anger of Rezin and Aram and of the son of Remaliah. 5 Aram, Ephraim and
Remaliah’s son have plotted your ruin, saying, 6 “Let us invade Judah; let us tear it
apart and divide it among ourselves, and make the son of Tabeel king over it.” 7 Yet
this is what the Sovereign Lord says: “‘It will not take place, it will not happen.’”
Isaiah was one of the most important prophets in the Old Testament. Aram and Israel
tried to conquer Judah, then set up a puppet king. But God said: “Fear not! They
would not succeed.” In the same message, [saiah also gave the well-known prophecy
about Immanuel. We often read the passage during Christmas. God gave Ahaz a sign
to strengthen his faith. A child would be born. Aram and Israel would be defeated by
Assyria before this toddler could discern between right from wrong. A second



fulfillment of this prophecy came some 700 years after Isaiah at the birth of Jesus
Christ. The first Immanuel was a sign to show that God would save Judah. Whereas,
the second Immanuel, Jesus, would be the Savior of the world. Judah faced some
strong enemies and the threat was imminent. God will deliver His people. No human
scheme will prevail without God’s approval. Aren’t you grateful that we are in God’s
protecting hands? He is our constant help in times of needs. The apostle Paul reminds
us that we are more than conquerors over all things in Jesus. We may face all kinds of
difficulties: sickness, layoff, death of loved ones, anxiety and all the rest. But Paul
says no hardship and no authority can separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ.
Problems may harm us. But do not let them weaken our faith. Brothers and sisters:
run to our Lord and take cover in Him. He will give you peace.

Ahaz should rejoice that God had not given up on him yet. He should seize the
opportunity to confess his sins and return to Jehovah. Ahaz did not take any of those
actions. Instead, he sought help from Assyria. At the end, this rising superpower
brought more trouble than help to Judah. Ancient history helps us understand the
background. Assyria was located in the area around the nowadays Iraq. The country
was ambitious to expand its territory. 2 Kings 15 tells us that Assyria successfully
took some land from Israel. In reaction, Israel and Aram wanted to form an alliance
with Judah to combat Assyria. But Ahaz refused. That explains why Israel and Aram
attacked Judah. Those two kings were mad at Ahaz! 2 Kings 16:7-8 states Ahaz’s
plan to deal with the coalition: 7 Ahaz sent messengers to say to Tiglath-Pileser king
of Assyria, “l am your servant and vassal. Come up and save me out of the hand of
the king of Aram and of the king of Israel, who are attacking me.” 8 And Ahaz took
the silver and gold found in the temple of the Lord and in the treasuries of the royal
palace and sent it as a gift to the king of Assyria. The Assyrians had planned to
swallow up those countries one by one anyway. Now Ahaz even paid them to go to
war. Why not? The passage says Assyria completely eradicated Aram. The nation
thus vanished in history. About ten years later, Israel also fell to Assyria. Paying some
gangsters to remove smaller bullies is never a good idea. If those bad guys can harass
others, they will do the same thing to you. Judah did not seek help from the almighty
God. Fear not when an emergency comes. Before we look around for a solution we
should look up. Cry out to God for help. Problems will humble us. We realize that all
the money, experts and technology are useless. God is way above and beyond all the
resources we can gather. Ahaz, however, put his trust in a foreign nation instead of
God. Ahaz collected treasures from the temple, palace and homes of leaders to please
Assyria. Tiglath-Pileser was like going on a shopping spree at a mall using Ahaz’s
credit card. The more stuff the better! Ahaz did not want to serve Jehovah. He now
became a servant of Assyria.

Ahaz relied on Assyria to overcome his enemies. His spiritual life, however, drifted
further away from Jehovah. Ahaz went up to Damascus, which used to be the capital
of Aram, to meet with his new boss Tiglath-Pileser. Ahaz saw an altar there. He then
drew a sketch of the altar and jotted down its detailed dimensions. He ordered a priest
in Judah to build one just like that. The workmen were so efficient that a new altar



was made before Ahaz returned home. We pick up the story from 2 Kings 16:12-14 —
12 When the king came back from Damascus and saw the altar, he approached it and
presented offerings on it. 13 He offered up his burnt offering and grain offering,
poured out his drink offering, and sprinkled the blood of his fellowship offerings on
the altar. 14 The bronze altar that stood before the Lord he brought from the front of
the temple — from between the new altar and the temple of the Lord — and put it on the
north side of the new altar. Ahaz followed his WWJD mentality. Now he had a new
way to worship his idols. He did at least four wrong things. First, he imported a
pagan’s altar. Second, he offered sacrifices. That was strictly the priests’ duties. Third,
Ahaz offered sacrifices to the gods of Assyria. The sacrifices listed here were all
designated for Jehovah according to the Law. It is like building a mini-Walmart in the
parking lot of a Target, or offering your tithes to a Buddhist temple. To God, it was
not only offensive. It was a blasphemy. 2 Chronicles 28 tells us that Ahaz gave credit
to those deities for saving his country. He even shut down the temple and installed
altars in every town to compel his people to burn offerings to idols. Ahaz replaced the
worship of Jehovah with idol worship, just like all the northern kings did. Fourth,
Ahaz banished the original bronze altar in the temple. From then on, sacrifices could
only be offered on the new altar. However, Ahaz kept the bronze altar at a corner and
made offerings to Jehovah to seek His advice when needed. Ahaz treated Jehovah like
a spare-tire. He kept a backup in case all the other false gods did not work. But God is
not our assistant or consultant. He is our Lord. The Bible gives us instructions for life.
Those are not second opinions or alternatives. They are God’s commands. God will
bless us if we obey Him wholeheartedly. There is only one way to verify it: just do it
according to what God says. God understands that our faith can be weak at times. He
invites us to pray to Him for wisdom when we need it. Then we can see things from
God’s perspective. Faith will replace our fear, knowing that God is always with us.
By God’s grace, He allowed Ahaz to rest in peace. Judah was now in a spiritual mess.
The international scene was a turmoil. But God was still in full control. He had not
finished His work with His people yet.

45w CONCLUSION

Faith with faithfulness will not fail. Ahaz did the complete opposite. He did not trust
God. Instead, he put his faith in idols and a foreign nation. God does not only want to
rescue us from troubles. He wants our hearts. Psalm 16:4 says: The sorrows of those
will increase who run after other gods. I will not pour out their libations of blood or
take up their names on my lips. “Libation” is the pouring of wine as a way of offering.
God will not share His glory with other people, idols or things. God will honor those
who honor Him. Verse 8 of the psalm reads: I have set the Lord always before

me. Because he is at my right hand, [ will not be shaken. We may suffer a defeat. But
God will never fail.
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