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5] INTRODUCTION

Spring is finally in full swing. Trees are sprouting, tulips are blooming and lawn is turning
green. Like most people do, I spread some lawn fertilizer at the end of every winter. It
contains a pre-emergent weed-killer to control the growth of wild grass. Those tiny granules
will gradually dissolve in the soil and the chemical will do its work. I cannot see the
reactions under the ground. What I can observe from the surface is the end-result. After
spending twenty dollars or so, I can get a better-looking yard. Similarly, we do not see God’s
work inside a person. But the effects should be quite evident. A saved soul will be visible in
a changed person. Today we will continue our study on the stories about prophet Elisha. In
particular, God performed a miracle through Elisha to heal a Gentile named Naaman. He was
an army commander from Aram. He sought help from Elisha to cure his skin disease. God
ministered His grace on Naaman. His health was restored. More importantly, Naaman also
acknowledged Jehovah as the only God.

fi#2fE EXPLANATION
1. j5E Ailment

First, we look at the ailment Naaman had. We will read verse 1 to 7. Naaman had a
successful life people envied about. He rose to a high position in the army. He was trusted by
the king. The author states that it was God who enabled Naaman to enjoy all those privileges.
God is sovereign over every kingdom and person. He orchestrates the world history and our
personal experience to accomplish His will. In 1 Kings 19, God gave prophet Elijah the last
assignments to crown the next kings for Aram and Israel. In the Old Testament, God also
calls Babylon “my servant.” God is the Mastermind behind everything under the sun.
Therefore, nothing happens in vain. Do not feel despair when you encounter a defeat or when
you see chaos in the world. God has not completed His plan just yet. Put your faith in Him!
Despite all his accomplishments, Naaman had an incurable disease. In the Bible, leprosy can
be any kind of skin disorder. Some were contagious and even lethal. In Naaman’s case, it
seemed that the illness did not interfere his work. This world glorifies the rich and famous.
They enjoy pleasure and material possessions. However, they are not immune to problems
that are common to other people. It can be physical sickness, mental conditions or relational
conflict. Some issues can be the results of their lifestyle. But there are troubles that money
and power cannot solve. Naaman was in such a situation. It so happened that Naaman had a
slave girl captured from Israel who was now serving his wife. This young lady suggested
Naaman to consult a prophet in Israel. She was talking about the one true prophet, namely
Elisha. She was confident that the prophet could heal Naaman. This maid showed genuine
care to her master in a foreign country. She could have harbored bitterness in her heart,
thinking that Naaman deserved what he got. Instead, she suggested a remedy for her new
boss. Her attitude was the same as Joseph in Egypt and Daniel in Babylon. They remained



faithful to pagan kings. They bore beautiful witnesses for God in a foreign nation. You can
complain all day that your supervisor is too harsh on you, or your neighbors treat you with
prejudice because of your skin color. But it does not mean that you should be rude to them.
Paul teaches us in Romans 12:21 — Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good. Ask God for opportunities to show kindness to people who may not accept you. It can
be as simple as greeting them with a smile or lending them a helping hand. What this woman
did was basic evangelism. She referred someone who needed help to a person who could
provide help. The first step is to show compassion. By consulting Elisha, Naaman would
subsequently come to know the God Elisha served. Naaman believed in the words of the
maid. There might be no other option anyway. Why not give it a try? Naaman thus brought
his request to the Aram king. Ben-Hadad gladly sent Naaman to Israel. He wrote a letter to
the Israel king Joram, assuming that prophets were royal officials. But in fact, Elisha worked
for God to give spiritual counsel to the kings. Naaman also brought some generous gifts with
him. The footnote in my Bible says the total amounts to 750 pounds of silver and 150 pounds
of gold. Despite Naaman’s friendly gesture, Joram reacted with paranoid. He torn his robe,
which is an expression of grief. It was impossible for him to find a treatment for leprosy.
Joram thought Aram was finding an excuse for an attack. Actually, Joram said it right: “Am I
God?” When the idols he worshipped all failed, he should turn to Jehovah. Naaman was
seeking a physical healing. But God intended to give him a spiritual healing too. Admitting
one’s deficiency is the first step to receive God’s blessing. Difficulties will humble a person.
It is when nothing seems to work, then he/she will say: “I’ll do whatever necessary to find a
solution.” There are many people similar to Naaman around us. Their problems can be an
entry point to the need of their souls. Lead them to Jesus. He is our ultimate help.

2. B4 Treatment

Naaman suffered from an incurable ailment. He followed the advice of his maid to look for a
treatment in Israel. Let us continue to read verse 8 to 14. Elisha heard about Joram’s reaction.
He told the king: “No worry. Send Naaman my way.” The prophet says in verse 8 that by
healing Naaman ‘“he will know that there is a prophet in Israel.” In other words, Naaman
would know there was a true God. Naaman then went to see Elisha. The prophet conveyed an
instruction through a messenger: “Go wash seven times in the Jordan river and you will be
well.” Naaman was mad on hearing that. There were three possible reasons for his response.
First, Elisha did not welcome a high official in-person. Second, Naaman had expected Elisha
to perform a religious ritual. Third, if washing was all it took, then Naaman did not have to
travel a long journey. Naaman'’s servants appeared to be wiser. They reasoned that Naaman
would have complied if Elisha gave him more complicated advice. There was only one way
to verify whether or not Elisha’s prescription would work. Naaman followed the advice and
verse 14 describes that his skin “became clean like that of a young boy” afterward. The
healing power is from God and not from the water. Therefore, do not think that the water
from the Jordan river can take away any pimple or wrinkle! The test to Naaman was
obedience, since washing seven times looked silly. A person is blessed when he/she submits
to God’s Word. Very often, God does not even explain to us why it works. Those who
receive God’s salvation grace become His children. Admit that you are a sinner, believe that



Jesus died for your sin on the cross, commit your life to Him and make Him your Savior and
Lord, then you will be saved. It works because God says so. Naaman received the treatment
he was seeking after. Being an upright person, he fulfilled his promise. He told Elisha in
verse 15: ... “Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel. Please accept
now a gift from your servant.” Here, we see the first sign of his salvation. Naaman
acknowledged Jehovah as the one true God. Naaman wanted to show his appreciation. But
Elisha declined the offer. Elisha did not want to take credit for Naaman’s recovery. Naaman
then made a few requests. Please continue to read verse 17 to 18. Did Naaman ask for a
souvenir? I need to make a confession that many years ago I took some sand home when I
visited a national park. The tour guide says explicitly that it is against the law to do so. Please
do not follow my bad example. Naaman did something quite common in the ancient world.
He took some “holy dirt” either to build an altar or to kneel on it when he prayed to
symbolize that his heart was in Israel. What Naaman said next about offering was consistent
with the idea. Here we see a second sign of his conversion. From now on he would only
worship Jehovah. When we believe that Jesus is the only true God, then we must throw away
the idols we worshipped in the past. It can be a false god, or the pursuit of fame and fortune.
The third indication that Naaman had become a true believer is in verse 18. He asked
Jehovah for forgiveness for bowing down to Rimmon, a major idol in Aram. Naaman had to
worship in a pagan temple with the king as part of his job duties. It is like government
officials burning incense in a Buddhist temple when they visit certain towns. It is to show
respect to the local people and their religious culture. Elisha gave permission to Naaman’s
request. Did Elisha encourage Naaman to compromise his new-found faith? We need to
understand that Naaman might be the only worshipper of Jehovah in his country. Due to his
rank, he could only worship Jehovah privately. Elisha did not want to put any extra guilt on
Naaman. When his faith grew stronger, he might be able to wisely ask the king for an
exception like Daniel did in Babylon.

3. ZH] Judgment

Naaman was cured of his ailment. Better still, he acquired a spiritual treatment for his soul.
The story could have concluded here with a happy ending. However, a servant of Elisha
committed sins. He received a judgment from God as a result. Let us read verse 20 to 23.
Gehazi succumbed to the temptation of greed. He would not let go of this opportunity to get
rich. He quickly chased after Naaman. This official got off his chariot, thinking that perhaps
Gehazi had an important message for him. Again, we see the humility of this changed man.
An army commander stepped down from his carriage to meet with a servant. It was bad
enough for Gehazi to covet after money and material possessions. He lied that it was his
master’s idea to ask for some gifts for two disciples. Naaman gladly doubled up Gehazi’s
request. Two talents would be about 150 pounds, which is the average weight of an adult.
That was a lot of money for a servant of a prophet. Two assistants of Gehazi helped carry the
money back home. Also, most people now have extra wardrobes in the closet. Back then,
new clothes meant a lot to the poorer people. We can imagine that Gehazi would be very
happy by now. He hid away his treasure, thinking that no one knew about his crafty scheme.
But God would not let his sins slip away unpunished. Please continue to read verse 25 to 27.



Sin is always ugly. Gehazi had to tell another lie to cover his first lie. Sin must be revealed
before it can be dealt with. It is either a confession or a confrontation. God gave Elisha the
special knowledge about Gehazi’s sin. It would ruin the reputation of Elisha. Naaman
believed that it was Elisha who asked for those gifts. Elisha explained that it was not the time
to seek after personal gain. The kingdom of Israel indulged in idol worship. False gods
operate by granting your wish in exchange for something you offer. But Jehovah cannot be
manipulated by such a bribery system. He freely bestows grace to His children, and He
demands a whole-hearted devotion and obedience. Naaman’s concept of God had to undergo
a revolutionary change. As such, Gehazi became a stumbling block to a new follower of
Jehovah. In this instance, God’s judgment on Gehazi would be extended to his future
generations. In the Old Testament, leprosy was considered a form of uncleanness. The
concern is not only about spreading of the disease. Patients became ceremonially unclean to
worship God. At the end, Naaman received God’s grace whereas Gehazi suffered disgrace.
God cares about His glory. The non-believing world may not recognize the good work we
do. But people will associate our sins with our belief. A private sin can become a public
spectacle. It will bring shame to God. May the Lord always remind us to live in the awesome
fear of His presence. Integrity is the character that drives us to do what God sees as right
even when no one is watching. The apostle Paul was a noble person. He testified to some
church leaders in Acts 20:33-34 — 33 “I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or

clothing. 34 You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and
the needs of my companions.” Interestingly enough, silver and clothing are also mentioned
here. Paul did not ask anyone for anything when he preached the gospel. He did not even
launch a fund-raising among believers. Instead, he used his expertise in tent-making to
support himself. Nowadays, it is not unusual for pastors of smaller churches to work on part-
time jobs when the churches cannot afford a decent salary. I am always thankful to the Lord
for His provision. I do not need to fry hamburgers or clean office buildings in the evening to
make up for what is lacking. God’s grace is sufficient.

4% CONCLUSION

A saved soul will be visible in a changed person. Naaman, an idol worshipper, was now a
God-follower. He was supposed to be an enemy of Israel. The faith of a foreigner in God is a
stark contrast to the rebellion of God’s people. The disbelief of God passed down like a
genetic disease to this day. Knowledge about God cannot save a person. One must commit
his/her life to Jesus and receive Him as Savior and Lord. God’s grace can come upon anyone
just like He blessed Naaman. Regardless of nationality or social status, any person can be
saved by responding God’s grace by faith. Those who do not know Jesus needs to receive
God’s grace. Those who know Him needs to share God’s grace.



B HLANER 75 Prescription of Grace 5/9/21
FI|F4C T 2 Kings 5

5] INTRODUCTION

BROELR T - WARRMENS, ESE R, FHFRECE - RZEA
—i% > PAERESRGE R GG — LA - Ea—HEPRER > 12
PEREF AR o BV NERDR A A TR PR S (S
H > WEAFHE M EEESE - B REReHm B SRS HIEER - 187 =+
FIvlit - FEBESE]— A EEEr BRI ST » Ff > IMEARIHE—EA
DT TR » (B REHVEEREIHEN - —(Ef-RAE S & S ey 4=
apft o SR HATRIEE S E R SeRI DA DREES » (A a8 DA Dl T
B Ba T —EROYERIINTN - fUEREREEIAYTThD » =K IR D RTE
BIAC BRI K2 - 1l TR (B DERBE T - HEEAE © JiEtK
mo AR I — A ELAH -

fi#F2 EXPLANATION

1. j% &£ Ailment

B WME—T5ERRE - JTRBIES | 2 760 - J9%&IRAREE > <
NS o MAEEB T IEEE R - (22 TAEE - (HElFEED > 2
{5548 = IE SRE - fiey AR AT AR - kst S S A3
HE N EEE > plesbitiAy 5 - BIAES T4 B 19 thE > figa ek AR s
RIVEYS - BT RIAILIESE N B L - ST - HETBEILME R
CIREVBEN - MEREIEDEZ TATEEE - AL > 2 A E SR G
BT o ERAFIRMECE R AR - AEREREE - AT
pAtEYETE] - AREH | @EEEARNEL > BEMEANEZE - £EK
o ORI\ ELAE S AR [FRY R » — S > B2 - g/
5 o AR AL 2 AR B MR T F - S(E e EI A A - A
S, PIERE - B2 A se i AL A e B SRR
A o HREE S AGTRA . 1 (R B B APRRE (R TfETSE - —Cufi i nl e 2
A TEIUREHYSE R o (B2 MR DA A —VIRUE © 548 RN iEE
o o WIPTHIR » J9%8 A — (BB LESILCH% - MR AE R4 IR 2R D480 32
T o el R e A U ESISEA - MR EHIER e R EAAD -
AAR(E DRI D a] AR E o Sz 2 BE Rt RE L —(E RERT A - dAH A



LS > RISV EEZNY - [BEMAl R E R R - A
Y L REEELT I8 R AR AN TS B AR DAEAR E] - M2 SR R E E -
PIESNER Rt ) 1 SRS EE o IR DAURERAHARIREY EE R AT 4
BB IRAAD R Ry URAVE T RA e 7, o (HEAERE (RIERZ 5
AR © PREE(EERISTE 12:21 BT - (1A Al Ryl - SR DIENG
B o MRS IR [ AP BRI AP AR R - iR By TR A
AP TEFERR e AP R B 2 T - B (E 2 P ey L B R R A A E Y
BER o Wiike A A AR AS il DR LR IR A - SF—0 R EREREFEL -
HEHBE LAFDKRE) - ThEMER Rk T B o JYEM(E L BEAYEE - ROEtRA
HMEEsE - R EEAEEUETR 7 JOEERGRH Y ZOR &SR £ - (Hig%E
TREEEHNRE S5 LR L e - fES S5 LS 4R - [N Rt DAUR e K2 5
ENE R - HEEE - DADE Rl fsey o dimE Tie s At E - )
S-S AR - FRAVEEEE TPV SRR AR 750 BEHUSAT 150 W5HY <5 -
BEFILFIIREE - (HERIERREN - i TRk > RS
HYFER A ATREFR BRI E RIRREAY 7% © SRR Ry nr i IEAE T 3RS 1 24T
DLl - HEMERGRE © RS ? ) EfEFEGREEEHAE R
R - MFEZOKBIRYERAIEE - & EE= KB4 EAVEEE » (R RS
e E L EIRAGH - AL H RV R E R OHEN S —F - IREEgEEA
I A o B BRI - MErsi © T SRS MR o AT
SN R A () | FEE (R 4 Yk SN A 0| === S E A WSS Rl
SRAVFRE o TR PR HR SR AT © MEA HEERA SR M R H ) -

2. B&'4 Treatment

IR T NIEZIE - MISe 2 B ARV A LIE=0KEE G - s MdeaEs
RE o 8 2 146 o IFDARIBELIREAISE » ML © " AHIEL - 5 /5%87K
HHKIE o | SeRIfEss 8 G ai - MiEedIa /948 > | iR E LA eSSl
T ) WAIEESR - JYEERIER —LEM T o JORMERE R LR o JeRliE
B NFETER ¢ T RGBSR IR E Ry o JIREEER
RIRAER - MAVRERRE A =R - & - DALY AR B WAl
B o HR Ty DA g i TR A SRR - SB= > R AT EINGHY
a0 AR VLA RIBEY o JreIBE AT ERES - M5 > W
REVHI D fth SRR > e —E R i - g — R 7Am DUk
s A DHVEER AR » 94808 T HEoR 0 28 14 Eia T ey AR TR
FBINZTIIA ) - BIERIRETIEARE M A @K « WL > A ZELURIE



KT LIRS 5 T HE@iar | B5ER 52l - IR CREREARIR
{2 - NER Y EEEE A SRR OUE - IRZEHE - R 227 R
TREVIRIA - BIAIEEZ (HORUE Y AR Rttt AT 5220 - R IRE—(EFEA > (3
HR R R IREVIRSLAE T F AR IRHRAY AR an SCEEAE /L - FEZAIR R UREYR AT
Aty E o IRER - EREEE AR ISR - J54EeE 788 -
2 EIEERA > NI ER T HHEE S » AESS 1S BRI ER « -
DS EFNE » BR T IS > HRTIA M o BAERIRUCRLEE RIS
Vye o AEEMA BPTER] T SREIE —EEFR o 98K E S —HY
HAH o T TEFEMAVIRGE - (B2 DAEE T AIEY) - DA ALY
SIS ERGat o OB IMEIRT TR - SRHEERES 17 £ 1861 - Y
EEREN R R? FEEEREEEE - R TS (R
FANERT > BRI - RIS _EIHEROR > EAREUEEERY -
op NEERHVERRSEE o Ty MRS S RIS R A ErY - iz —2t T 5
+ o [EE AR R (S BOE e E Bt - REA BRI S -
SEAIRE MR SR EIRES RN - (RS FFIER] T By S —(EB)
F o PEHAERR - MR EHGRISNIZE o EHRME G AR EME AV E R 28
IR AR REEFFAIEE - ATREE i - WAl Re @A AIIiESK © J5%E
AR R H IS 1ENY S = ([EPIEES 18 81 - JU4& N TIFRV&IL > WA
BT — A RAETF BT - s e — U B BA{ERH R EE R £
STRITEER —f% - B T RENEM AR KEFRECUENEE « DIAD T
8T T 94ERYEDK o DIR e alh /%8 e (Bt 7 A= T - )48
AIRE A MY P — SR AR A - R EYETS - fil R BERLE ML
FRESAOZE o DA DA NI 5@ B TR, - &S L EBER - ML ETA]
LI i e ORI - s E DR e fm—A -

3. ZH] Judgment

JHEHIRERE TG - BRIFIE - MAVESLERGE] 788 - EEE
SEEE LA —EERIEE - B2 > DAVDEIENIL T IR - SR MSE]
THEFEH] - REEAPTEEES 20 2 23 6 - MG TalEARFY SRS o AL
B RE - M LB - BEIEE N 7 ER > DUAAEINES
AR RAER - H—R > MBS T HCE TERA - —RITAES
B BB —(EEE N R - AMSTHIEK YR TSRS 1 - Mg
st 0 e E AR ERTE BRI EPHEE LG - e RS MR IG PE T EK
HUDNME - AEHEREY 150 % > RS —(E R AR FIRGE - B —(E5T



FIEYBENAGS » BRI S HIEE - AIaPRYM A TR EIR T - 5
Ah o BAER ZHAARMEAEE A Z iRk - A » ke s N EEE
HYERPE © T AT IR GRS PR AR FE L AR = B o A Pelleste > DLRIR A
B SEETE] - (BN SR iay el SRR - SRS S 25 2
27 6 - SEAREMEIAAY - RSP S A RS —(EE S IR E AR —E5 =
FRRICHaEE - AR REMCET - BAREH ORRE » BEAREHAIALE
th o FHECIADBUREIG PEESE - E(EFEG IR DR 2R - T8 g Ll
LRIV DRRALEAGY) - DALV - TR B KB ARG ARz - DLt
FILFAERGFET - BBz RS AR IRAT HRETER Y - E2
HSAIEE A & s ERA RS A T TR - 1 B i bthRe RS AE IR 5 2 [RIRFA
FOR A OB ZR SN o T5%& 8 e oA S Far Ay ieE -
NIEE > BIEPER R S L HT RIS TERVEEIILG - BSOS - (ARG TaHZE
FIRFER R AR - FEEELYT > RIRE AT Re A0S - R MERIRIR
HYERE - BEECR LEEAER  IAEFR - & J3eBa] T HEvR
> MENGTEZ T &S o HIEFAHAYSREE - NMEHYHL AT e ZRE T MHY =
17 - AEZAME R EMAITRELEAIRI S (B - R MHYTE A AR
ARG > WG(EHEE - B F el MTEEMEERTRER T - EEAYMR
FEER(E M ARG R IEHEAYVE - B2 F NEE - BEERERE —(#intd =
YA o MAEBEFETT{H 20:33-34 o —EL B g Bul{E RS 33 T R Y SlE
—MEAEYE ~ R~ KAk - BEEMETE GENREANTA > E8rfMEC
FIAEHT © ) ABREYE - EEERE] TR IR - (REEEFEERTRIIA T
(i NEOREEE 2R - & BIAEETEZ HSSHESRES) - M - fATHE
CEEIRENEITHCEEE C - 105 » A4/ NIZE A A AT 2= 3%
K o R RT SR E AR 2 - TR R EAVBEE - BT ZAEN:
FURLESH TR AR R IO » 1Y B ELAE T e Y -

4&sm CONCLUSION

—ES R B S SRR T - B ERRFRE VIR B
F o MAATEAET I o —(ESNEAEHHEIE OB LR R T
fEEIHAVEILE - RIS K - SHEEYATHE GEER —BREGEE A - B
FIERABEIRRAEATA > —(E N LZHRF H CHIA ar 3G R HRER - SREZ AR
BBy E - iy Bt a] DEREHEM A S £ - G ocE/se—5 - £+
s EFE G g Ay - A (S O [E ey B > R A HT AT AR » APEEAER
s H PSR AN 75 2tz (i SR - APEETE A BRAY A\ FE 2 7 S (e L



