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INTRODUCTION 2|2

Today is Superbowl Sunday. Two professional football teams will compete for the
championship. Tomorrow morning people will savor the exciting moments in the game. It may
be an incredible catch, a sneaky run, or a critical defensive play. Many people idolize the players.
They are big, strong and fast. They are also rich and famous. But few people pay attention to the
price those athletes pay to achieve all that. There are gruesome conditioning and skill training.
They follow a strict diet. They work under the summer heat and winter cold. There are risks of
minor and even career-ending injuries. Being hit by a 300-pound guy at full speed is no fun. To
the fans, the games are like drama series. The show will go on. New personnel will replace the
retired ones. But to the players, they invest the best part of their lives into something they are
passionate about. When you think about it, being a Christian is quite similar to an athlete. One
major difference is that there is no retirement. There is no Christian graduate, only Christian
gradual. By God’s grace, we walk by faith daily until the Lord calls us home. Apostle Peter
wrote his two letters to encourage Christians living in the nowadays Turkey. He told them
plainly that there would be hardships. There were false teachers and persecution. However, God
is always with His faithful followers. The joy of eternal glory motivates them to overcome the
difficulties in this life. Today, we too will encounter adversity. The same joy should energize us
to live a victorious life. The lesson for us today is simply this: being a Christian needs hard work,
but the reward will be great. With that in mind, we will now read 1 Peter 1:3-9. I want you to
picture in your mind three columns as you listen to the reading. You sort out whether the things
Peter mentions belong to the past, present or the future.

EXPLANATION f#f
1. Saved from Iniquity JEF 5K

First, let us look at what happened in the past. Peter tells us in verse 3 that those who are saved
by Jesus has been given a new life. In other words, they have been saved from iniquity. Peter
says the removal of sin was a result of Christ’s resurrection from the dead. How does that
operate? Let me refer you to Romans 6:5-7 — 5 If we have been united with him like this in his
death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 6 For we know that our old
self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no
longer be slaves to sin — 7 because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. We often read
this passage when we have baptism. The water cannot save anyone. Only Jesus can save us. The
process of going into and coming out from the water symbolizes that a person identifies with
Jesus in His death and resurrection. Paul calls it “united with Christ.” This unity already occurred
when a person admitted that he/she is a sinner, and agreed that Jesus died for him/her on the
cross. Such person will receive a new life instantly. We can look at another familiar passage in
John 3:16, Jesus said: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” Notice the grammar of the key
verbs here. Those who believe in Jesus shall not perish. They are waived of the future judgment.
Instead, believers have eternal life. This new life, or eternal life, in Christ begins the moment



when a person accepts Jesus. Very often, even long-time Christians mistakenly think that eternal
life will not begin until they meet God in glory. Heaven is actually a continuation, not the
starting point of eternal life. Children living in other cities often go home during holiday season.
There is joy when family members see each other. A house is called a home because of the
relationship. Similarly, Christians belong to the family of God. Going to heaven is just like
traveling back home. But for now, we can enjoy God’s presence every day. Therefore, we should
urge non-believing friends and family members to accept Christ soon. Those who believe that
becoming a Christian is all about going to heaven will become complacent. Those who think that
baptism confers salvation are satisfied that their obligation is done once the ceremony is over.
Both groups of people are happy to secure a passport to heaven. They say to God: “Thank You
Lord. See You when I get there!” I am not judging whether or not those people are truly saved.
God will make the final judgment. But there must be signs when there is a new life. Anyone can
tell the difference between the animals in a zoo and those in the meat section of a grocery store.
If you profess that you are a Christian, do you possess a new life? Do you love God? Do you
hate sin like God does and desire to live a holy life with His help? Or are you still struggling
helplessly with the sins of your past? Do you soak into His Word daily? Do you apply Biblical
principles to your life? Do not judge others, but check yourself if you have a new life. Ask God
for help if you realize that you need to make some adjustments to grow in your new life.

2. Saved for Infinity 7k A {55 E

In Christ, we have been saved from our iniquity. Peter tells us in Christ, we are also saved for
infinity. In this case, infinity means eternity. In Peter’s letters, “salvation” often refers to a future
event. For example, Peter says in verse 5 that believers will receive a salvation “is ready to be
revealed in the last time.” That is the time when Jesus returns. Those who believe in Jesus have
received a new life. When Jesus comes back, they will also receive a new body. My two boys
often call me “old man.” I usually respond: “Wait till you get to my age!” How much do I look
forward to a new body! Paul describes in 1 Corinthians 15:52 — In a flash, in the twinkling of an
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we
will be changed. In the ancient world, a messenger blew a horn when there was an important
announcement. When Christians hear the sound of the trumpet, they know it is time to go home.
Every Christian will be given a new body, first the deceased believers, then the living ones. This
is not a Sci-Fi movie but it is God’s promise. Peter tells us that believers will also receive a
reward when they reach heaven. Look at verse 4: And into an inheritance that can never perish,
spoil or fade — kept in heaven for you. This reward is guaranteed for the recipients like an
inheritance. Better still, it will never lose its value. Peter uses three words to describe it: it will
not perish, spoil or fade. It is more permanent than fine diamonds. What kind of inheritance can
we expect? Every Christian will receive a new body, an eternal home and will forever be in
God’s presence. Besides, there will be other rewards. Let me refer you to 1 Corinthians 3:12-14
— 12 If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or

straw, 13 his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be
revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work. 14 If what he has built
survives, he will receive his reward. When we see God in glory, there will be a house inspection
with fire. God will check if there is any lasting value in our work. The higher the value, the
greater will be our reward. You may ask: what kind of work counts? We can think of things like
leading people to Christ, supporting mission work or starting a new church. However, the key is



not your work but your mentality. Remember Jesus’ parable of the talents? Two of the servants
were praised because they diligently invested the money the master entrusted them. The third
servant was condemned because he was lazy and did nothing. Also, in Jesus’ parable of the
sheep and goats, God complimented those who showed compassion to even strangers. They fed
the hungry, poured water for the thirsty and cared for the afflicted. God stated that those who
serve the least of the brothers will be like serving Him. Therefore, we do not need to do anything
spectacular to have eternal value. One line in a Christian song says it well: we are reflection of
God’s perfection. Before you tell people that you are a Christian, you have to show it. For
example, show kindness to others, appreciate people for their service or give them
encouragement. Do it naturally without even realizing it. God will surely keep a record of your
good work. In the process, you may even kick start a conversation about the gospel.

3. Saved in Infirmity #x5575E B

In Christ we have been saved from iniquity. We are also saved for infinity. You may think: “That
sounds nice. But my school assignments or my work projects are due this week.” The gospel is
good news because in Christ, we are also saved in our infirmity. Look at verse 5: Who through
faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in
the last time. God uses His power to shield us from harm, so that we can persevere through this
life. Say you are going to a high crime area of the city. You may feel a little intimidated. Then,
you see a police car after you arrive at your destination. You now feel protected. God uses His
mighty power to shield His children. But that does not mean that we are invincible. Continue to
read the next verse: In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to
suffer grief in all kinds of trials. The eternal destination for believers is set. But there will still be
challenges. Those who claim that everything will be fine after you become a Christian are naive
and wrong. We may suffer losses of all kinds: finance, health and relationship. But there must be
a reason when God allows something to happen in our life. Peter states God’s purpose in verse 7:
These have come so that your faith — of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though
refined by fire — may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus
Christ is revealed. A goldsmith heats up the ore at a high temperature to burn away the
impurities. Trials in our life verify whether our faith in God is strong or weak, or even true or
fake. Most products undergo quality control before being sold. I love cars just like most guys do.
At a certain auto-show, a manufacturer displays a crashed car in its booth. The message is clear:
their cars can protect you in danger. After each crash test, engineers will reinforce the weaker
areas. It is no fun when our faith suffers a bump. But God does not want us to focus solely on the
hurt. He wants to reveal the areas we need to grow more. The process is called maturity. It is like
doing exercise. Why torture yourself when you can sit all day to watch TV or play computer
games? It is not because you love the pain, it is about what you can gain. You want to get
stronger, sleep better and feel more energized. Similarly, God wants to prepare us for a bigger
test. Peter says after we overcome the trials of this life, it will result in praise, glory and honor.
We will receive a reward from God and His heart will be pleased. You may be facing some
unique challenges that no one will ever encounter. The same God who worked in the Bible
characters is also working in your life. Rely on Him! However, God does not want us to be lone-
rangers. He puts us in a community called a church so that we can cheer each other up. One thing
the pandemic teaches us is that relationship is vital. Social media and Zoom help us connect with
each other to some extent. But we long for the day when we can take down our masks to see a



real smile, visit others at home and are not afraid to shake hands and hug each other. For now,
please do not isolate yourself from others church members. Take advantage of the resources we
have to share our burdens, encourage and pray for one another. Let us experience God’s grace
together.

CONCLUSION 4z

Being a Christian needs hard work, but the reward will be great. God is always on our side. In
Christ, we are saved from our iniquity and saved for infinity. While we are still in this world,
God also saves us from our infirmity. Let me conclude with an interesting story. In December 11
of last year, Arizona State University football team beat its rival University of Arizona by a score
of 70 to 7. A player caught people’s attention. His name is Peizhang He. Yes, He is a Chinese. In
fact, he was born in the Canton Province. He goes by Jackson, named after the famous singer
Michael Jackson. Jackson’s football career started when his parent sent him to San Diego to
finish the last year of high school. Jackson was walking on the campus one day when a stranger
pointed at him and said: “Hey, man you look big. You should play football.” Jackson had
nothing else to do after school anyway. The coach saw the potential in Jackson. He worked hard
to overcome barriers in both sport and English. He was assigned to play a running back. After a
series of events, Jackson was admitted to Arizona State. When he heard that the football program
was recruiting walk-on players, he went to volunteer himself. Both the coaches and the players
liked the enthusiasm and diligence in Jackson. One day, he told an equipment personnel that it
would be cool to print his name in Chinese characters on his jersey. The guy did not promise
anything. It brought Jackson to tears when received his shirt. At that game in December, Jackson
scored the last touchdown. Everyone went crazy. The head coach presented Jackson the game
ball. The College Football Hall of Fame even intends to display his jersey in its exhibition hall.
Jackson appreciates all the support from everyone. But he knows his journey barely begins. His
goal is to improve his skills every day so that he can perform better. We are inspired by a story
like Jackson’s. In fact, God has been writing our life-stories too. He chose us by His will to
become His children. Our circumstances are God’s training grounds to mature our faith. We can
turn obstacles into stepping stones when we follow His guidance. Sometimes we have small
victories, other times we suffer setbacks. But God never stops polishing us until we reach the
final destination.
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