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INTRODUCTION 2|2

Our world admires outstanding leaders. It is not unusual for good leaders to begin as humble
followers. A true story is told that a young lady was applying for college. She stumbled over a
question in the application form that asks: “Are you a leader?” Out of honesty and a little
embarrassment, she checked “no.” She then returned the form, expecting the worst outcome. The
admission office replied with a letter: “Dear Applicant: A study of the application forms reveals
that this year our college will have 1,452 new leaders. We are accepting you because we feel it is
imperative that they have at least one follower.” A good leader begins as a humble follower.
What should we look for in a leader? Every four years, American citizens choose their next
President. This coming Tuesday will be election day, though many people have already cast their
votes. Besides, people will also select federal and state officials. How will you decide? Some
people make their choice based on the policies of the candidates; others may focus on their
personalities. Many others simply do not bother to fill out their ballots, thinking that all the
contestants are equally bad. There is some truth to that. As a church we cannot endorse any
candidate according to the rules of the IRS. But God’s Word surely gives us guidance on the
qualities a leader should have. Today, we will study Psalm 72. It is categorized as one of the
“Royal Psalms.” Those songs describe some aspects of the Israeli kings. This psalm has a title
“Of Solomon.” All the titles in the book of Psalm are part of the original Scripture. The chapter
division, Psalm 72, 73, etc. however, are added later by Bible translators. In the book of Psalm,
only 72 and 127 are attributed to king Solomon. It does not necessarily mean that those two
psalms were the work of Solomon. Similarly, not all the psalms that carry a title “Of David”
were composed by king David. It can mean that those songs were written about, for or in
memory of the person. Psalm 72 is a prayer for a king. The author asks God to bless the king of
Israel. We can discern what we should look for in our leaders through this prayer. More
importantly, what God asks for in an earthly leader.

EXPLANATION f#&fE
1. Expectation to Prosper HiS 1B 55

First of all, the psalmist expects his king to make people prosper. Most people were farmers and
herdsmen in the Old Testament world. Therefore, agricultural prosperity was a hallmark of
abundance. Verse 16 describes: Let grain abound throughout the land; on the tops of the hills
may it sway. Let its fruit flourish like Lebanon; let it thrive like the grass of the field. Picture in
your mind a bountiful harvest of grains and fruits. People can guarantee a stable supply of food.
This verse also depicts a plentiful coverage of grassland to feed livestock. There will be great joy
when peasants receive a good return after a year-long of labor. It will be like getting a straight-A
report card in May or a substantial year-end bonus. Your hard work pays off! Agricultural
prosperity was vital for survival in the ancient world. There would be famine or even extinction
when there was not enough food. To the Israelites, it was a proof of God’s blessings of favorable
weather and His withholding of pests and enemies. However, agricultural prosperity cannot
happen without social prosperity. In other words, a king must maintain stability in the society.



This psalm begins with these words in verse 1: Endow the king with your justice, O God, the
royal son with your righteousness. The psalmist asks the Lord to equip the king with God’s
righteous judgment. From verse 1 to 4, the word “to judge” or “judgment” appears four times,
while “righteousness” is used three times. God’s Law was not just a reference for the kings of
Israel. It was the only standard. As such, a king had to know the Law. Pay attention to
Deuteronomy 17:18-19 — 18 When he takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write for himself
on a scroll a copy of this law, taken from that of the priests, who are Levites. 19 It is to be with
him, and he is to read it all the days of his life so that he may learn to revere the Lord his God
and follow carefully all the words of this law and these decrees. Back then, there was no
photocopier to make copies and there was no cellphone to take pictures. I cannot imagine how
long it would take to copy the first five books of the Bible letter by letter. After it was copied, the
king had to study, understand and apply it to rule the country. God reminded His people that the
king was not only their representative. He was also God’s representative. One of his key roles is
to exercise justice. Read Psalm 72:2-4 — 2 He will judge your people in righteousness, your
afflicted ones with justice. 3 The mountains will bring prosperity to the people, the hills the fruit
of righteousness. 4 He will defend the afflicted among the people and save the children of the
needy; he will crush the oppressor. A king has to exercise justice in two areas. First, he has to
protect innocent people. Bribery and corruption do not only happen in a third-world country. The
king must stand up for the vulnerable people like the poor, orphans and widows. Not only that a
king has to protect innocent people, he must also prosecute the criminals. A king is God’s deputy
to execute judgment. The Law defines what is and is not permissible. The laws of the land
should mirror God’s standard of right and wrong. It is true that morality of the world is always
on the decline. People now fight for their right on behaviors that were considered despicable a
few decades ago. To make things worse, there are crafty attorneys who attack loopholes and
judges in the court who are biased. Nevertheless, an imperfect justice system does not diminish
the fact that God loves righteousness and hates injustice. We live in a secular world. Most of the
civil leaders are non-Christians, and they have no fear for God. When it comes to election, we
are trying to pick some of the more upright sinners among the bunch. We need wisdom from
above. Which candidates advocate for justice and righteousness? Do they care more about their
seats than the prosperity of people? Contestants promise a lot to attract votes. Is there any track-
record to back up their claims? It is like checking customers’ reviews before buying a product.
No one wants to elect a candidate, then find out that he is a lousy guy a few years later! We need
God’s discernment and all the information we can gather to make wise decisions.

2. Expansion of Power HEfRAYHEE

The psalmist prays that his king will bring prosperity to the people. Secondly, he asks God to
help the king expand his power. The author thinks of two ways that demonstrate a king’s power.
First, it is in terms of his territory. Look at verses 8-9: 8 He will rule from sea to sea and from the
River to the ends of the earth. 9 The desert tribes will bow before him and his enemies will lick
the dust. The “desert tribes” would be the areas outside of Israel. The “sea to sea” can be from
the Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea. The “River” is perhaps the Euphrates, where the
forefather Abraham originally came from. Those territories cover the known world outside of
Israel at that time. In the ancient world, nations were constantly in battles. A stronger country
would defeat a weaker one and swallow up its land. War is unavoidable when an enemy attacks
you. An option to avoid conflict is to build friendship. It is just like what verses 10-11 describe:



10 The kings of Tarshish and of distant shores will bring tribute to him; the kings of Sheba and
Seba will present him gifts. 11 All kings will bow down to him and all nations will serve him.
Tarshish is the nowadays Spain. Sheba is in the modern-day Yemen, a country in the Persian
Gulf. Seba is in today’s Sudan, which is to the south of Egypt. The Bible has no record of any
Israel king contacting Tarshish or Seba. Therefore, it may be a poetic way to portray a king
expanding his power to faraway places. However, a queen of Sheba did pay a visit to Solomon.
She heard about the wealth and wisdom of the king. Therefore, she came to do a fact check. She
marveled at what she saw. She compliments both Solomon and Jehovah in 1 Kings 10:8-9 —

8 “How happy your men must be! How happy your officials, who continually stand before you
and hear your wisdom! 9 Praise be to the Lord your God, who has delighted in you and placed
you on the throne of Israel. Because of the Lord’s eternal love for Israel, he has made you king,
to maintain justice and righteousness.” The queen was correct in saying that it was God who put
Solomon on the throne. At the end of her visit, the queen and Solomon exchanged many valuable
gifts. In doing so, the two countries established diplomacy. When the psalmist thinks of
expansion of power, not only does he have territory in mind, it is also about the duration of time.
Read verses 5-6: 5 He will endure as long as the sun, as long as the moon, through all
generations. 6 He will be like rain falling on a mown field, like showers watering the earth. The
psalmist hopes that his king would reign forever like the sun and moon. Of course, no human can
survive that long. Therefore, perhaps the author refers to a dynasty. He also describes the
blessings of his king as rain nourishing the ground. When a king brings fortune to his people,
then everyone would love to extend the good time. Prosperity of a nation builds upon its security.
People can have opportunities to make a living, accumulate wealth and raise a family only in a
peaceful environment. King Solomon in fact had all those blessings. He subdued all the
neighboring countries. His citizens enjoyed a good life during his reign. Our country is blessed
by God in so many ways. Many nations envy us because of our economic and military power.
There are enemies who cannot wait to destroy us. Then there are nations who want to build
relationship with us so that we can protect each other against our common adversaries. Trade
agreements will come with peace treaties. Allies hope that internal prosperity will be expanded
to international prosperity. When we choose our future leaders, we need to look for people who
will continue to maintain a peaceful relationship with foreign nations. They should preserve our
status as a strong nation. They should clearly differentiate between friends and foes. A short-term
financial gain at the expense of national security will be a bad investment.

3. Expression of Praise AHE Y75 1E

The psalmist encourages people to pray for their king. Pray that God would make the king
prosper and pray that his power be expanded. Thirdly, the psalmist expresses his praise to the
king and God. We see in the second half of verse 15: ...May people ever pray for him and bless
him all day long. The author asks people to bless the king. Not only will the Israelites praise their
king, even other nations will do the same. Skip down to the second half of verse 17: ... All
nations will be blessed through him, and they will call him blessed. The point is even foreign
countries are convinced that God is behind this great nation of Isracl. When a king praises God,
he admits that he is only a servant in the hands of God. But when non-believers praise God on
behalf of you, they notice that God is at work in your life. We see an example earlier when the
queen of Sheba praised God for Solomon. Another example I can think of is in Deuteronomy
4:7-8 — 7 What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the Lord our



God is near us whenever we pray to him? 8 And what other nation is so great as to have such
righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you today?” Moses recalled
what the Lord had done for his ancestors. God called Abraham and multiplied his descendants.
God used miracles and signs to assure His presence. The rescue from Egypt, crossing of the Red
Sea, provision and protection in the wilderness all prove that God actively involved in their past.
God also made a covenant with the Israelites and gave them His Law. No foreign god is so close
to his worshippers like Jehovah did. Foreign nations could not help but are jealous of the
blessings Israel enjoys. Today, we are in many ways much better off than a lot of people around
the world. Most families own a house and more than one car. Our pantries and refrigerators are
stuffed with food. We have decent health care and education systems. We can also freely express
our opinions about our government. All the praises should ultimately go to God. Read verses 18-
19: 18 Praise be to the Lord God, the God of Isracl, who alone does marvelous deeds. 19 Praise
be to his glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen and Amen.
The psalmist gives all the praise and glory to God. In the Bible, Israel could only be great when
its people submitted to their great God. There were destruction, defeat and death when they went
astray from God. The same is true for America. We do not have a national religion. Some of our
leaders are atheists. But our founding principles were rooted in the Biblical truth. The pioneers
understood that humans are self-centered. A government needs a team of leaders to avoid the
dominance of one dictator. They recognized the freedom and dignity of humans because we are
made in the image of God. But nowadays, people want God’s blessings but they do not want
God to interfere their lives. We will be in chaos when we take pride in ourselves but forget to
praise God. It is God who gives you wisdom and talent to pursue education and a career. You
can buy delicious food, but only God can give you appetite and good health to enjoy it. You can
buy a fancy mattress, but only God can give you a good night’s rest. We can continue to have a
stable life if we have some noble leaders, who love God and His people. We should pray for the
salvation of those in authority who are not believers. Meanwhile, we pray that they have a heart
that fears God. They should uphold the sanctity of human life, and ensure that freedom of speech
and freedom of religion are protected when they develop public policies. They may try to win
favor from the public. One day they will stand before God to give an account of their work.

CONCLUSION &Ez6

What does God ask for in an earthly leader? From Psalm 72, a godly leader will be a good
leader. However, no matter who you support to become future leaders, they have flaws. Even a
devout Christian is but a redeemed sinner. No noble leader can live forever either. We then ask:
is there any perfect leader? Only our Lord Jesus is the Perfect King. He loves us with an
everlasting love. He has absolute authority over all things and He exercises impartial judgment.
He provides for our needs and He watches over vulnerable people. A godly leader is a person
who submits to this Perfect King. He uses God’s Word as his guiding principles. He loves and
serves God by loving and serving the people of his country. In the Bible Israel failed miserably
because it abandoned God. Now the ball is in our court. We as individuals, families, churches
and a country have a choice. We can continue to use God for our personal gain. Or we can be
used by God for His glory. Some people will be glad, while others will feel sad as the election
results will gradually be unveiled after Tuesday. But no outcome will surprise our Lord. No
matter how our world may change, God is still in full control. We will have victory only if we
follow Him.
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