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INTRODUCTION 2|2

Loyalty is an interesting sentiment. People can be loyal to certain brand of products, their family
or country. My first job out of school was to work in a lab. There were two Korean guys in my
team. One of them loves his home country so much that he drove a Korean car. In the early 90’s
when Korea started selling automobiles in U.S., their cars were not quite dependable. That
coworker might have spent a lot of time in the mechanic shops. Will you change your mind if the
object of your loyalty brings you more troubles than benefits? The book of Daniel records stories
of people’s loyalty to God in challenging situations. At that time Israel was defeated by Babylon.
Daniel was among the first of the three groups of people being captured to Babylon. He was
probably a teenager then. The Jews could have chosen to give up on their faith, or give in to a
foreign religion. However, Daniel and three of his friends remained loyal to God. Jehovah
blessed them with great wisdom and knowledge. King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon thought it
would be good to keep them as his assistants. Subsequently, Daniel helped the king interpreted a
weird dream about the future. Daniel attributed the inspiration to God. Nebuchadnezzar thus
richly rewarded Daniel and promoted him to a more prominent position. At Daniel’s request, the
king also made the three friends important officials in the country. Fast forward to chapter 3 of
the book. Those of you who grew up in children Sunday school should know the story very well.
Nebuchadnezzar erected a nine-story tall gold statue. He commanded everyone in his country to
bow down to it when music was played. Those who violated the decree would be thrown into a
blazing furnace. Daniel’s three friends refused to comply with that law. Therefore, death
sentence was executed. But God miraculously saved the three men. Some of you may be
thinking: saved from a fire? That is just a fairy tale. Do not forget that our God is the Lord of
impossibilities. If He could create the universe in 6 days, can He not override natural laws to
accomplish His will? You may never face a similar life or death circumstance. But would you
remain loyal to God if you are tempted to compromise your faith? No one may even know that
you are a Christian if you stay silent. You save your face. But God bears the shame. The book of
Daniel testifies that God is in full control when He seems to be absent. He intervenes into human
affairs and international affairs. Even to this day, we can experience God’s presence in the least
expected situation.

EXPLANATION figfE
1. Conviction for a True Fault s5EMEEIFS 22

Daniel’s three friends were convicted for a true fault. There will be consequence if you violate a
rule, whether it makes sense to you or not. But why did Nebuchadnezzar make the statue in the
first place? Quite likely he got an inspiration from his dream. Daniel 2:32-33 read: “32 The head
of the statue was made of pure gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze,
33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of baked clay.” God gave Daniel wisdom to
interpret that the gold head represented Nebuchadnezzar. The other body parts symbolized three
empires that came after Babylon. Eventually, a huge rock struck the feet and the statue was
smashed. The rock denoted God’s eternal Kingdom. Being a prideful man, Nebuchadnezzar



missed the important message that no earthly domain would last forever. Therefore, he
established a ninety feet tall image to boast about his power. It was perhaps one of the gods that
Nebuchadnezzar worshipped. The king’s name means “Nebo (which is the name for a
Babylonian god), protect my boundary.” The statue also reflected the sovereignty of the king. It
is like when you go to most government offices, you will see a photo of the current U.S.
President. The picture indicates his leadership of the country. Nebuchadnezzar wanted everyone
to show loyalty to him by bowing before the statue. But the three young men disobeyed the
decree. Listen to the conviction brought before the king in verse 12: “But there are some Jews
whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon — Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego — who pay no attention to you, O king. They neither serve your gods nor worship the
image of gold you have set up.” The three offenders were Jews, meaning they were slaves taken
in a war. They were administrators assigned by the king. They should set an example to follow
the rules. Trespassing a law meant ignoring the king and his government. But the three men
would rather obey God’s supreme Law when it contradicted with the law of the land. Paying
tribute to another god is a clear violation of the First Commandment. God said explicitly in
Exodus 20:3 — “You shall have no other gods before me.” These three young men did something
their ancestors and their peers failed to do. In fact, the exile was God’s discipline for their
idolatry. The three men showed submission to God early on in chapter 1. When they and Daniel
were drafted to serve in the palace, they chose to follow a vegetarian diet. Perhaps the meat
provided by the royal kitchen had been offered to false gods. I encouraged the young people in
our church to do the right things. Not only can you lead the younger kids to follow your good
example, you may even correct the grown-ups too! My younger son saw me filling up my cup at
the hallway foundation a few Sundays ago. He pointed to the sign that reads “Out of Order; Do
not Use.” I confess that I did what I should not do. Do not copy my bad example. It is always
safer to find an easy way out when our faith is under attack. The Life Application Bible states
several excuses that could have convinced the three men to do otherwise. Let me highlight a few
of them. “We just bow down once, then ask God for forgiveness later.” Doing so would abuse
God’s grace. “The king gave us these positions, and so we owe him our loyalty.” It was God who
put them there to serve Him. They should listen to God rather than a man. “If we are killed, then
we cannot help our people anymore.” God could raise up anybody for His purpose. As you can
see, those are all excuses for sinning against God. If we only do the right things when it is
convenient to us, we do so for our reputation. But if we do the right things even when people are
convicting us, we do it for God. The secular world tells us that religion is a personal thing that
we practice at home or at a place of worship. It tells us to blend in to the crowd and not to offend
others by what we believe. But we should please God instead of people. Ultimately, God will
remember and reward our loyalty.

2. Conviction of a True Faith EXE R FEH E 245

The three young men were convicted for a true fault. But even on the verge of death, they
demonstrated their conviction of a true faith. The word “conviction” here means the core values
a person holds onto. When Nebuchadnezzar heard the allegation, he summoned the three men
and gave them a final warning. However, they boldly replied the king in verses 17-18: 17 “If we
are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will
rescue us from your hand, O king. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that
we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” They laid out two



possible outcomes. First scenario: God saved their lives. It proved that God’s power was greater
than Nebuchadnezzar and the gods he worshipped. Second scenario: they perished in the fire.
Babylonians would laugh at the three men as fools. But fellow Israelites would remember their
bravery. What happened next? God sent a divine messenger into the furnace to be with the three
men. Fire burned away the rope that tied them, but it did not hurt them. So much so that their
hair and clothes remained intact. There was not even any smell of fire on them when they came
out from the furnace. God protected the three faithful servants. But God may not rescue His
followers from every fire. Many of us should still remember the 1999 Columbine High School
shooting in Littleton, Colorado. Two angry students opened fire and killed 12 classmates before
they committed suicide. Stories were told that one or more of the victims were asked if they still
believed in God when a gun was pointed to their heads. They replied “yes.” The next moment
they were killed. There were disputes whether those were true stories. But the fact is that one of
the victims, Rachel Scott, was an out-spoken Christian in the campus. At one time Scott actually
tried to build friendship with one of the shooters. She wrote in her journal, “I am not going to
apologize for speaking the name of Jesus. ... If | have to sacrifice everything ... I will.” God used
the tragedy to encourage many young Christians to stand firm in their faith. The whole country
was awakened to the devastating effects of violent video games may have on people. Schools
perform shooting lock-down drills and security is beefed up. God made something good out of
evil. We see some heroes of faith in Hebrews chapter 11. Noah, Abraham, Joseph and many
others had fruitful and long lives. But there were also a multitude of believers whom no one even
knows their names died for their faith. Verses 36-37 of the passage say: 36 Some faced jeers and
flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison. 37 They were stoned; they were
sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins,
destitute, persecuted and mistreated. Those unnamed heroes lost everything, but they gained
God’s approval. They witnessed to the world a true faith. It is easy to be the “as long as”
Christians. They will honor God as long as He blesses them with good health, long life and
material possession. I will not say that they are all false believers. Perhaps their faith is shallow
and untested. God desires us to be “even if”” Christians. We continue to trust God even if things
do not turn out in our favor. We step out in faith to an uncertain future. After all, there is no need
for faith if students can guarantee straight A in every exam, doctors can heal any patient and
business owners have customers lined up. Christian parents need faith when sending their kids
off to colleges too. Young people face a lot of temptations. Their faith will be challenged by
professors and classmates who do not believe in God. Parents: you must help your kids solidify
their faith while they are at home. If you allow them to choose freely, more than likely they will
rather sleep-in instead of going to Sunday worship. They will pick entertainment over attending
Bible study. They will prefer social media and computer games rather than reading the Bible.
Show them that you love the Lord, love His Word and live according to Biblical principles.
Young people will make a ton of mistakes in life like you do. It is part of a maturing process.
Someone said it wisely (my paraphrase): ships are built for oceans and not harbors. We may
never learn to rely on God when we are protected in a bubble. Our faith is true because it will
prevail even when tested.

3. Conviction about the True Father fit' S5 FEHY B H

In our story, we see three men being convicted for a true fault. They displayed a conviction of
their true faith in God even when their lives were on the line. The Lord rewarded their loyalty by



saving them from the fire. Without a doubt, everyone was very amazed. Nebuchadnezzar even
expressed a conviction about the true Father God. Listen to his remarks in verse 28: ... “Praise
be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his
servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their
lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.” Nebuchadnezzar had no doubt
that it was God who saved the three officials. He could not help but praised God! He slapped
himself on the face by proving himself wrong. Before the execution, he questioned in verse 15:
“... What god will be able to rescue you from my hand?” No other god could except Jehovah!
Besides admitting the miracle, Nebuchadnezzar also complimented the loyalty of the three men
to their God. Our Heavenly Father sometimes uses unpredictable ways to protect His children
from a challenging situation. Once a young Christian asked my wife and I for counsel. He was
going back home to Asia during a school break. His family told him upfront that they would go
to a cemetery to pay tribute to an ancestor. They would burn incense and paper money as part of
the ritual. This young man was the only Christian in his family. He wanted to do what God saw
as right. But he dared not to offend his parents either. We gave him some encouragement, prayed
with him and asked him to pray for God’s wisdom too. It turned out that there was no rain in the
region for a period of time. To prevent a forest fire, the authority banned any burning activity at
the cemetery. God delivered this young believer from the fire (so to speak) even before he
uttered a word to his family. Do you openly display your loyalty to God? It can be as simple as
saying grace at meals publicly. Do you give thanks to God for your food when you eat with non-
believing classmates or colleagues? Your supervisor may ask you to change some numbers in
your report to make it look better. Doing so will ensure business to your company. You have to
choose between following the order or looking for a new job. To do what God sees as right often
comes with risks. Standing up for righteousness means you implicitly condemn other’s wrong-
doings. You may suffer loss in finance and reputation. People may call you names. But God
knows your weaknesses. Ask Him for courage, wisdom and strength to bear witness for Him. In
some cases, people may even respect you and your God. Nebuchadnezzar was so impressed by
what he saw that he even changed the law. Read verse 29: “Therefore I decree that the people of
any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this
way.” Previously, the king ordered people of any nation or language to worship the statue. Now
he forbade anyone to dishonor Jehovah. Because of the three officials, the king granted an
exemption to their fellow Jews. They were now protected under the law to enjoy their religious
freedom. There are many pioneers like them in history who showed their loyalty to God.
Because of their faithfulness, other people received benefits. In 1517, Martin Luther nailed 95
statements on a church door to condemn unbiblical behaviors of the Roman Catholic Church.
When the church asked Luther to retrieve his accusations, he responded: “I cannot and will not
recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe. Here I stand, I can do no
other, so help me God. Amen.” Luther thus started the Reformation. He preached from the Bible
that a person can only be saved by God’s grace through faith. False doctrines were corrected as a
result. Thanks to Luther’s courage. Otherwise, I need to learn Latin before I can preach. You will
have to confess your sins to a pastor and not directly to God. You will also have to pay your way
to go to heaven. Today, God puts you in a different circle of influence. People around you will
be blessed when you stay loyal to God.

CONCLUSION &E4



We can experience God’s presence in the least expected situation. God sent a divine messenger
to be with the three friends in the furnace. What kind of fire are you facing today? God can
surely save us from every trouble. But He may not do so every time if He has a higher plan.
Before God rescued the three men from the fire, He rescued them in the fire. He assured them
that He was with them. God will also walk with you in the fire. It may be easier to die for what
we believe. Many Christians in history and other countries suffer from that. However, it is often
harder to live for what we believe. You may encounter prejudice and humiliation. The devil may
lie to you that God has forsaken you. Then you wonder if it is worth the cost to be a Christian.
Do not give up yet! God does not send us to a playground. He equips us to be His soldiers in a
battleground. You are never alone. There were millions of faithful believers in history, and many
more around us and in the world today. We are fighting this spiritual warfare together. God will
give us a confidence of “even if” when we ask Him for help. There is a beautiful song by
MercyMe with the same title “Even If.” Part of the lyrics go like this: “It’s easy to sing when
there’s nothing to bring me down. But what will I say when I’'m held to the flame, like I am right
now? I know You’re able and I know You can save through the fire with Your mighty hand. But
even if You don’t, my hope is You alone. I know the sorrow, and I know the hurt would all go
away if You’d just say the word. But even if You don’t, my hope is You alone.” Our faith in God
is real because it is built upon the truth.
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